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Trial team quits 
Roger Stone case in 
dispute over sentence 

By MICHAEL BALSAMO and ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The four lawyers who prosecuted 
Roger Stone quit the case Tuesday after the Justice De¬ 
partment overruled them and said it would take the ex¬ 
traordinary step of lowering the amount of prison time it 
would seek for President Donald Trump's longtime ally and 
confidant. The resignations raised immediate questions 
over whether Trump, who earlier in the day had blasted 
the original sentencing recommendation as "very horrible 
and unfair," had at least indirectly exerted his will on a 
Justice Department that he often views as an arm of the 
White House. 



Continued on Page 2 


In this Feb. 1, 2019 file photo, former campaign adviser for President Donald Trump, Roger Stone, 
leaves federal court in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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Trial team quits Roger Stone case in dispute over sentence 


Continued from Front 

The department said the 
decision to shorten the sen¬ 
tencing recommendation 
was mode Monday night 
— before Trump's tweet — 
and prosecutors hod not 
spoken to the White House 
about it. Even so, the res¬ 
ignations of the entire trial 
team broke open o sim¬ 
mering dispute over the 
punishment of o Trump oily 
whose cose has long cap¬ 


tured the president’s atten¬ 
tion. The episode was the 
latest to entangle the Jus¬ 
tice Department, meant 
to operate free from White 
House sway in criminal in¬ 
vestigations and prosecu¬ 
tions, in presidential politics. 
The four attorneys, includ¬ 
ing two who were early 
members of special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller's Russia 
team, comprised the entire 
Justice Department trial 
team that won convictions 


against Stone last toll. 

Each hod signed onto a 
Monday sentencing memo 
that recommended be¬ 
tween seven and nine 
years in prison for Stone, 
who was convicted of ly¬ 
ing to Congress, witness 
tampering and obstructing 
the House investigation into 
whether the Trump cam¬ 
paign coordinated with 
Russia to tip the 2016 elec¬ 
tion. None lent their names 
to a Tuesday memo that 
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In this Nov. 12, 2019 file photo, Roger Stone, a longtime 
Republican provocateur and former confidant of President 
Donald Trump, waits in line at the federal court in Washington. 

Associated Press 


called the original recom¬ 
mendation excessive. 

The resignations leave in 
limbo the resolution of a 
cose that was one of the 
signature prosecutions of 
Mueller’s team and that 
cut to the heart of his mis¬ 
sion — to determine wheth¬ 
er the Trump team had 
access to nonpublic infor¬ 
mation about Democratic 
emails hacked by Russian 
operatives and provided 
to WikiLeaks. 

The Justice Department's 
leader. Attorney General 
William Barr, has been a 
steady ally of the presi¬ 
dent’s since taking the po¬ 
sition. Barr last year cleared 
the president of obstruction 
of justice even when Muel¬ 
ler had pointedly declined 
to do so, and Barr has de¬ 
clared that the FBI's Russia 
investigation — which re¬ 
sulted in charges against 
Stone — had been based 
on "bogus narrative." 

It's not clear what sen¬ 
tence the department will 
ultimately seek — a new 
sentencing memo filed 
Tuesday evening indicated 
that the original recom¬ 
mendation was too harsh 
but proposed no recom¬ 
mended punishment of its 
own. A Justice Department 
official said authorities de¬ 
cided to step in and seek a 


shorter sentence because 
they had been taken by 
surprise by the initial rec¬ 
ommendation. The person, 
who was not authorized to 
discuss the matter publicly 
and spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said prosecu¬ 
tors had told the depart¬ 
ment to expect a recom¬ 
mendation for a shorter 
sentence. 

It is extremely rare for Jus¬ 
tice Department leaders 
to reverse the decision of 
its own prosecutors on a 
sentencing recommen¬ 
dation, particularly after 
that recommendation has 
been submitted to the 
court. Normally, U.S. attor¬ 
neys have wide latitude 
to recommend sentences 
on cases they prosecute. 
A mass exodus from a 
case is even rarer, though 
the tumult did conjure an 
episode from last summer 
when Justice Department 
lawyers abruptly left a law¬ 
suit over whether a citi¬ 
zenship question could be 
added to the census. The 
day of upheaval began 
with a morning tweet from 
Trump that the Stone case 
was a "miscarriage of jus¬ 
tice." He later told report¬ 
ers he didn't speak to Jus¬ 
tice Department officials, 
though he said he could if 
he wanted. □ 
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U.S. open jobs fall sharply for 2nd straight month 
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In this Sept. 18, 2019, tile photo people stand in line to inquire 
about jobs available at the Bean Automotive Group during a job 
fair designed for people fifty years or older in Miami. 

Associated Press 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
businesses sharply cut the 
number of jobs they adver¬ 
tised in December for the 
second straight month, an 
unusual sign of weakness 
in an otherwise healthy job 
market. 

The number of available 
positions dropped 5.4% 
to 6.4 million, a historically 
solid number, the Labor 
Department sold Tuesday. 
There are still more open 
jobs than there ore unem¬ 
ployed people, an unusual 
situation that has persisted 
for nearly two years. Be¬ 
fore that, the ranks of those 
out of work exceeded the 
number of open jobs. 

Still, the total of available 
jobs has fallen by more 
than 1 million in the past 
year, the biggest annual 
drop since the Great Re¬ 
cession. 

Most of that decline has 
occurred in just the past 
two months. Job openings 
are now at the their low¬ 
est level in two years. The 
decline comes after job 
openings hod hit the high¬ 
est level on records dating 


bock to December 2000. 
Nearly oil other measures 
of the labor market remain 
healthy: 

The unemployment rote is 
3.6%, nearly a half-century 
low, and employers added 
225,000 jobs last month, a 
solid increase. 

"The trend in job growth has 
remained strong through 
January ... but the recent 
decline in job openings sig¬ 
nals that job growth could 
slow at some point," sold 
Daniel Silver, on economist 
at JPMorgon Chase. 

Over the past two months, 
openings hove fallen across 
all large industries covered 
by Tuesday’s report, known 
as the Job Openings and 
Labor Turnover survey, or 
JOLTS. Some of the biggest 
declines were in construc¬ 
tion, manufacturing, finan¬ 
cial services, and retail. 
Other data in the report 
suggested hiring and the 
job market remains solid. 
Total hiring rose 1.4% to 5.9 
million in December. The 
JOLTS tracks gross hiring, 
while the monthly jobs re¬ 
port counts net job gains. 
The Labor Department said 
lost month that employ¬ 
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ers added o net total of 
147,000 jobs in December. 
Layoffs also rose in Decem¬ 
ber to nearly 1.9 million, the 
highest in more than two 
years. But that number is 
historically volatile and may 
not signify a shift in trends. 


As a percentage of the 
workforce, job cuts remain 
low. And weekly figures on 
unemployment claims also 
point to o low level of lay¬ 
offs. 

The number of Americans 
quitting their jobs declined 


moderately, but remains at 
o healthy level. More fre¬ 
quent job departures ore 
typically o sign of job mar¬ 
ket health, because most 
workers leave their jobs for 
o better or higher-paying 
position.Q 



































Yang, who created buzz with freedom dividend, ends 2020 bid 



In this Feb. 7,2020, photo. Democratic presidential candidate entrepreneur Andrew Yang speaks 
during a Democratic presidential primary debate at Saint Anselm College in Manchester, N.H. 

Associated Press 


By SARA BURNETT 
Associated Press 

Democrat Andrew Yang, 
an entrepreneur who cre¬ 


ated buzz for his presiden¬ 
tial campaign by talking 
about his love of math and 
championing a universal 


basic income that would 
give every American adult 
$1,000 per month, suspend¬ 
ed his 2020 bid on Tuesday. 


"I am the math guy, and it is 
clear to me from the num¬ 
bers that we are not go¬ 
ing to win this race," Yang 
said in front of a crowd of 
supporters as votes in New 
Hampshire's first-in-the- 
nation primary were being 
counted. 

"This is not an easy decision, 
or something I made lightly 
with the team. Endings are 
hard and I've always had 
the intention to stay in the 
race until the very end," he 
added. " But I have been 
persuaded that the mes¬ 
sage of this campaign will 
not be strengthened by my 
staying in the race any lon¬ 
ger." 

The 45-year-old was one 
of the breakout stars of 
the Democratic primary 
race, building a following 
that started largely online 
but expanded to give him 
enough donors and poll¬ 
ing numbers to qualify for 
the first six debates. Yang 
announced his departure 
from the race shortly be¬ 
fore Colorado Sen. Michael 
Bennet did Tuesday night, 
bringing the Democratic 
field to single digits. 

He outlasted senators and 
governors, and after initially 
self-funding his campaign, 
he raised more money than 
most of his rivals, bringing in 
over $16 million in the final 
quarter of last year. It was a 
bigger haul than all but the 
top four candidates: Ver¬ 
mont Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
former South Bend, Indi¬ 
ana, Mayor Pete Buttigieg, 
former Vice President Joe 
Biden and Massachusetts 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren. 

"We went from a mailing 
list that started with just my 
Gmail contact list to receiv¬ 
ing donations from over 
400,000 people around the 
country and millions more 
who supported this cam¬ 
paign," Yang said before 
pledging to support who¬ 
ever becomes the Demo¬ 


cratic nominee. Yang grew 
his outsider candidacy by 
campaigning as a non¬ 
politician, someone who 
mixed unconventional 
campaign events — from 
bowling to ax throwing — 
with serious talk about the 
millions of jobs lost to auto¬ 
mation and artificial intel¬ 
ligence and the dark out¬ 
look for American jobs and 
communities. 

The graduate of Brown Uni¬ 
versity and Columbia Law 
School gave campaign 
speeches full of statistics 
and studies that often re¬ 
sembled an economics 
seminar. His supporters, 
known as the Yang Gang, 
donned blue hats and pins 
with the word MATH — 
short for his slogan Make 
America Think Harder. 

Yang promoted his signa¬ 
ture issue of universal basic 
income, which he dubbed 
the "freedom dividend," by 
announcing during a de¬ 
bate that he would choose 
individuals to receive the 
monthly $1,000 checks. The 
statement prompted ques¬ 
tions about whether he 
was trying to buy votes, but 
also generated a buzz on¬ 
line and helped the cam¬ 
paign build a list of possible 
supporters. 

His poll numbers were high 
enough, combined with 
his fundraising strength, to 
qualify for him for all of the 
2019 debates, though he 
fell short of Democratic Na¬ 
tional Committee's quali¬ 
fications to participate 
in the January debate in 
Iowa. He was, however, 
one of seven candidates 
who participated in Friday's 
debate in New Hampshire. 
His departure from the race 
almost guarantees that the 
Democrats, who once had 
the most diverse presiden¬ 
tial field in history, will have 
no candidates of color on 
the debate stage again 
this cycle.Q 
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Feds: Ex-convict extorted college students for nearly $1M 



By JIM MUSTIAN 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — An ex¬ 
convict accused of bilking 
several college students 
out of nearly $1 million and 
forcing some into prostitu¬ 
tion or unpaid labor was ar¬ 
rested Tuesday on extortion 
and sex trafficking charges. 
Lawrence "Larry" Ray was 
previously known for his role 
in helping to send former 
New York City police com¬ 
missioner Bernard Kerik, 
wha was a close confidant 
at Rudy Giuliani, fa prisan. 
Federal prosecutors said 
Ray, 60, used "physical, 
sexual and psychological 
abuse" to extort money 
from five different students 
at Sarah Lawrence Col¬ 
lege, a private liberal arts 
callage outside New York 
City. He convinced them 
they were indebted to him, 
authorities said, subjecting 
them tc "grueling interroga¬ 
tions" that spanned hours 
and deprived them of food 
and sleep. 

Ray was taken into custody 
Tuesday and expected to 
appear hours later in Man¬ 
hattan federal court. He 
had previausly denied the 
allegatians, saying they 
were the result of a conspir¬ 
acy against him. It was not 
clear whether he had a de¬ 
fense attorney who could 
comment on the charges. 
U.S. Attorney Geoffrey Ber¬ 
man told reporters the in¬ 
vestigation was prompted 
by an article that ap¬ 
peared last year in New 
York magazine. 


Ray allegedly ensnared 
many of his victims while 
they were college sopho¬ 
mores at Sarah Lawrence. 
His first victims were his 
daughters' roammates, 
Berman said. 

Ray moved into the stu¬ 
dents' on-campus hous¬ 
ing in late 2010, presented 
himself as a father figure to 
the roommates and began 
canducting "therapy" ses¬ 
sions with them, according 
to an indictment filed in U.S. 
District Ccurt. 

Prcsecutcrs said he alienat¬ 
ed them tram their parents, 
persuading some of them 
to move into a Manhattan 
apartment and convincing 
them they were "broken." 
"After gaining his victims' 
trust, Ray turned on them, 
falsely accusing them of 


harming him by attempting 
ta paisan him or to delib¬ 
erately damage his prap- 
erty," Berman said. 

Ray solicited false canfes- 
sions tram mare than a 
half-dozen victims, Berman 
said, and coerced them to 
make payments "they did 
not actually owe and could 
not possibly afford." Pros¬ 
ecutors said Ray recorded 
some of the confessions. 

In interviews with New York 
magazine, Ray said he be¬ 
lieved he was being poi- 
saned as part of a conspir¬ 
acy hatched by seme of 
the students and Kerik, who 
denied any involvement. 
Sarah Lawrence said Tues¬ 
day that it has not been 
contacted by federal pros¬ 
ecutors but would cooper¬ 
ate "if invited to do so." 


Associated Press 

The college said it inves¬ 
tigated the allegatians 
raised in the New Yark 
magazine article but "did 
net substantiate those spe¬ 
cific claims." 

"The charges contained in 
the indictment are serious, 
wide-ranging, disturbing 
and upsetting," the college 
said in a statement. "As al¬ 
ways the safety and well¬ 
being of our students and 
alumni is a priority for the 
college." 

Prosecutors allege that Ray 
directed the students to 
drain maney from their par¬ 
ents' savings accounts and 
forced some of them into 
unpaid labor at a family 
member's property in North 
Carolina. Others opened 
lines of credit or solicited 
contributions from others to 


help pay the false debts. 
"Ray subjected his victims 
tc almcst unspeakable 
abuse," Berman said, alleg¬ 
ing Ray once tied a wom¬ 
an to a chair and placed a 
plastic bag over her head 
that nearly suffocated her. 
Ray collected more than 
$500,000 from that woman 
after forcing her into prosti¬ 
tution, prosecutors said. 

Ray previausly played a 
rale in a scandal invciving 
Kerik, a termer police driver 
for Giuliani while he was 
mayor. Kerik became New 
York City's corrections com¬ 
missioner in 1998 and then 
its police commissioner 
from 2000 to 2001, serving 
during the 9/11 attacks. 
Kerik nearly became Presi¬ 
dent Gecrge Bush's home¬ 
land security secretary in 
2004, but his name was 
abruptly withdrawn as the 
ncminee. Twe days later. 
The Daily News reperted 
that Ray, who had been 
the best man at Kerik's 
wedding, had come for¬ 
ward with evidence that 
Kerik failed to report thou¬ 
sands of dollars in gifts he'd 
received while working for 
the city. A the time, Ray 
was under indictment in a 
$40 millicn stock scam. 

Kerik ultimately served 
nearly four years in prisan 
for tax fraud, making false 
statements and other 
charges related to gifts he 
accepted from companies 
looking for favors, includ¬ 
ing a construction firm that 
wanted his help getting a 
city license.Q 
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Hill collapses, roads flooded, dam eroded by Southern rains 


By JAY REEVES 
Associated Press 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) — 

A Tennessee hillside col¬ 
lapsed, roads were flooded 
and rivers were rising across 
the Southeast on Tuesday 
after a day of heavy rains 
that once again threat¬ 
ened a Mississippi lake 
where a dam previously 
was in danger of failing. 

The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice said minor to moder¬ 
ate flooding was expected 
from central Mississippi to 
north Georgia following 
downpours. The Tennes¬ 
see River was predicted 
to crest about 7 feet (2.1 
meters) above flood level 
at Perryville, Tennessee, on 
Sunday. 

Near Great Smoky Moun¬ 
tains National Park in east¬ 
ern Tennessee, tons of rock 
and soil slid off a 70-foot 
(21-meter) hillside and 
blocked the northbound 
side of a U.S. 441 spur linking 
the tourist towns of Gatlin- 
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This aeriai drone photo provided by the Mississippi Emergency 
Management Agency shows a potentiai dam/ievee faiiure 
in the Springridge Place subdivision in Yazoo County, Miss., 
Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2020. 

Associated Press 


burg and Pigeon Forge, the 
National Park Service said. 
At least 45 dump truck 
loads will be required to 
clear the road, officials esti¬ 
mated, but no injuires were 
reported. 

Multiple roads were cov¬ 
ered with water or washed 
out because of rainfall 
that exceeded 5 inches 


(7.6 centimeters) in spots 
across central Alabama, 
and forecasters said totals 
could reach 6 inches (15.2 
centimeters) by nightfall. 
Schools opened late or 
closed in parts of Alabama, 
Mississippi and Louisiana 
because of flash flooding. 
A flood watch stretched 
from eastern Texas to Mis¬ 


sissippi, and parts of Ala¬ 
bama were under flood 
warnings. 

North of Birmingham in Cull¬ 
man, the sheriff's office said 
Deputy Adam Clark and 
his police dog were badly 
injured in a wreck during 
heavy rains overnight. The 
cause of the crash was un¬ 
der investigation. 

In eastern Mississippi, of¬ 
ficials in Starkville said the 
water at Oktibbeha Coun¬ 
ty Lake had once again 
reached a critical level just 
weeks after heavy rains 
caused a mudslide that put 
the earthen dam in danger 
of failing. 

Pumps had been used 
to lower the lake level by 
about 8 feet (2.4 meters) 
since mid-January, but offi¬ 
cials said the water had ris¬ 
en to an even higher than 
before because of recent 
storms. 

"It has risen over 8.5 feet 
from our low elevation dur¬ 
ing pumping and continues 
to rise," said a statement by 
Kristen Campanella, emer¬ 
gency management direc¬ 
tor in Oktibbeha County. 


Officials also were monitor¬ 
ing the site of a potential 
dam failure in Yazoo Coun¬ 
ty, where the Mississippi 
Emergency Management 
Agency said a 40-acre 
(16-hectare) lake in a sub¬ 
division was leaking around 
a culvert and washing 
away dirt, threatening four 
homes and a church. Five 
homes were evacuated 
after a levee breach in 
Leake. 

Elsewhere in Mississippi, 25 
homes had been dam¬ 
aged and four people 
were hurt in wrecks caused 
by vehicles hydroplaning 
on wet roads, according 
to the state. The damage 
was worst in Yazoo, where 
a dozen people were dis¬ 
placed from homes. 

In addition, the National 
Weather Service con¬ 
firmed Tuesday that an EF-1 
tornado touched down 
Monday about 2.5 miles 
(4 kilometers) northwest of 
Piave, Mississippi, in Greene 
County. The twister caused 
minor roof damage and 
uprooted several trees, the 
weather agency said.Q 


Many winter residential evictions 
banned In pricey Seattle 


SEATTLE (AP) — Many resi¬ 
dential evictions in pricey 
Seattle have been banned 
for the city's coldest and 
wettest months of Decem¬ 
ber, January and February 
but city leaders decided 
against invoking the ban 
for November and March. 
The move aimed at help¬ 
ing low- and moderate- 
income tenants from being 
ousted from their homes in 
a city with a widespread 
homelessness problem was 
enacted Monday night 
with a 7-0 vote by the Seat¬ 
tle City Council despite op¬ 
position from Mayor Jenny 
Durkan, The Seattle Times 
reported. 

Durkan spokesman Ernesto 
Apreza warned the ban is 
almost certain to be con¬ 
tested in a legal fight that 
would be be costly for tax¬ 
payers. It does not apply to 
landlords owning four hous¬ 
ing units or less in the city 
with some of the highest 
rents in the U.S. 

Durkan could sign the 
measure into into law, let 


it become law without 
her signature or veto it, in 
which case the council 
would have to vote again. 
Fler office said in a state¬ 
ment that she is evaluating 
the measure. If she vetoes 
it, six city councilor votes 
are needed to override 
the veto. Supporters have 
said the ban was needed 
to prevent people down 
on their luck from being 
forced outside during bone 
chilling weather, adding 
that the evictions dispro¬ 
portionately affect women 
and people of color and 
that people can die with¬ 
out shelter. 

Some other U.S. jurisdictions 
restrict evictions during bad 
weather but Seattle is the 
first U.S. city to adopt such 
a broad ban, city council¬ 
ors said. Critics of the ban 
said landlords need evic¬ 
tion power during the win¬ 
ter so they can pay their 
bills and urged city leaders 
to reduce evictions by con¬ 
necting needy tenants with 
rent assistance. □ 
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Actor Jussie Smollett faces 6 new charges In Chicago 



In this March 14,2019, file photo. Empire actor Jussie Smollett arrives at the Leighton Criminal Court 
Building for his hearing in Chicago. 


By DON BABWIN and 
HERB McCANN 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Actor 
Jussie Smollett was indicted 
Tuesday tor a second time 
on charges ot lying to po¬ 
lice about a racist and an¬ 
ti-gay attack he allegedly 
staged on himself in down¬ 
town Chicago, renewing a 
divisive criminal case that 
drew worldwide attention 
last year. 

The indictment come 
from a special prosecutor 
who was appointed after 
Cook County prosecutors 
dropped the same charges 
last March. 

The new charges were sure 
to reignite many of the ten¬ 
sions that surrounded Smol¬ 
lett a year ago. When his 
claims first emerged, he 
drew a groundswell of sup¬ 
port from fans and celebri¬ 
ties and gave an emotional 
television interview about 
the attack. 

The case came to reflect 
the polarized state of po¬ 
litical discourse in America. 
Many Democrats initially 
called it a shocking in¬ 
stance of Trump-era racism 
and hate, while Republi¬ 
cans depicted it as yet an¬ 
other example of liberals 
rushing to judgment and 
disparaging the president's 
supporters as bigots. 
Special prosecutor Dan 
Webb said in a statement 
that Smollett faces six felo¬ 
ny counts of disorderly con¬ 
duct, charges that stem 
from four separate false 
reports that he gave to po¬ 
lice in which he contended 
he was a victim of a hate 
crime "knowing that he was 
not the victim of a crime." 
The statement immediate¬ 
ly raised questions about 
county prosecutors' deci¬ 
sion to drop the charges 


and made it clear that 
those prosecutors had not 
adequately explained to 
special prosecutors why 
they did so. But Webb 
stressed that he had 
reached no conclusions 
about whether anyone in¬ 
volved in the case had en¬ 
gaged in any wrongdoing. 
Smollett, who is black and 
gay, was originally charged 
with disorderly conduct last 
February for allegedly stag¬ 
ing the attack and lying 
about it to investigators. The 
allegations were dropped 
the following month with 
little explanation, angering 
police officials and then- 
Mayor Rohm Emanuel. 
Smollett told police he was 
walking home early on Jan. 
29, 2019, when two masked 
men approached him, 
made racist and homopho¬ 
bic insults, beat him and 
looped a noose around 
his neck before fleeing. He 
said his assailants, at least 
one of whom he described 
as white, told him he was in 
"MAGA country" — a refer¬ 
ence to President Donald 
Trump's campaign slogan, 
"Make America Great 
Again." 

Several weeks later, author¬ 
ities alleged that Smollett 
had paid two black friends 
$3,500 to help him stage 
the attack because he was 
unhappy with his salary as 
an actor on "Empire," a Fox 
series about that follows a 
black family as they navi¬ 
gate the ups and downs 
of the recording industry. 
Smollett was accused of us¬ 
ing the scheme to drum up 
publicity for his career. 

A judge in August ap¬ 
pointed Webb, a former 
U.S. attorney, to look into 
why the original charges 
were dropped. Webb also 
was investigating wheth¬ 


er phone calls that Cook 
County State's Attorney 
Kim Foxx had with a Smol¬ 
lett relative and a former 
aide of former first lady Mi¬ 
chelle Obama unduly influ¬ 
enced the decision to drop 
charges. Foxx recused her¬ 
self from the case but con¬ 
tinued to weigh in. 

At the time. Judge Michael 
Toomin, who assigned the 
case to Webb, raised the 
possibility that Smollett 
could be charged again. 
According to the judge 
and attorneys at the time, 
double jeopardy does not 
apply because Smollett 
was never prosecuted. 

In his news release, Webb 
said he concluded that 
prosecuting Smollett was "in 
the interest of justice" for a 
number of reasons, includ¬ 
ing the extensive details of 
Smollett's false account as 
well as the resources that 
the police department 
threw at the investigation. 
When the first indictment 


against Smollett was re¬ 
turned, Webb wrote, the 
state's attorney's office 
had concluded that the 
evidence in the case was 
"strong." But the office failed 
to offer any new evidence 
to explain why authorities 
dropped the charges just a 
few weeks later. 

Further, Webb took issue 
with an assertion in a news 
release issued when the 
charges were dropped 
that Smollett had not re¬ 
ceived special treatment 
and that the case was re¬ 
solved "under the same 
criteria that would be avail¬ 
able for any defendant 
with similar circumstances." 
Webb asked for but never 
received any examples of 
other such cases, he wrote. 
The city has sued Smollett, 
seeking reimbursement 
of more than $130,000 for 
overtime paid to officers 
who were involved in inves¬ 
tigating Smollett's report. 
Smollett's attorneys have 


Associated Press 

said the city should not be 
allowed to recover costs 
from Smollett because it 
accepted $10,000 from 
the actor "as payment in 
full in connection with the 
dismissal of the charges 
against him." 

It was not immediately clear 
what sentence Smollett 
faces if convicted. When 
he was originally charged 
with disorderly conduct, it 
was reported that he could 
be placed on probation 
or sent to prison for one to 
three years per count. 
Smollett's case has be¬ 
come an issue in Foxx's bid 
for a second term. Those 
looking to unseat the first 
black woman to hold the 
county's highest law en¬ 
forcement position, have 
blasted her handling of the 
matter as haphazard and 
indecisive. They say it in¬ 
dicates she has bad judg¬ 
ment and favors the rich 
and powerful in deciding 
who will be prosecuted.Q 
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China still mostly closed down as virus deaths pass 1,000 



Personnels wearing protective suits wait near an entrance at the Cheung Hong Estate, a pubiic 
housing estate during evacuation of residents in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By JOE MCDONALD 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — The daily 
death toll in China from 
a new virus topped 100 
for the first time, pushing 
the total fatalities above 
1,000 Tuesday as the World 
Health Organization an¬ 
nounced a new name for 
the disease caused by the 
virus. 

Despite the official end of 
the extended Lunar New 
Year holiday, China re¬ 
mained mostly closed for 
business as many remained 
at home, with some 60 mil¬ 
lion people under virtual 
quarantine. 

In Geneva, WHO director- 
general Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus announced 
a new name for the dis¬ 
ease caused by the virus — 
COVID-19 — saying officials 
wanted to avoid stigmatiz¬ 
ing any geographic loca¬ 
tion, group of people or 
animal that might be linked 
to the disease and to make 
it clear it was a new coro- 
navirus discovered in 2019. 
"Having a name matters 
to prevent the use of other 
names that can be inac¬ 
curate or stigmatizing. It 


also gives us a standard 
format to use for any future 
coronavirus outbreaks," the 
WHO chief said, adding 
that the name was agreed 
upon by officials at WHO, 
the World Organization 
for Animal Health and the 
Food and Agriculture Or¬ 
ganization. 

Here are the latest devel¬ 


opments: 

PROVINCIAL HEALTH OFFI¬ 
CIALS SACKED 

With the death toll reach¬ 
ing 1,016 in mainland China 
and no end in sight, heads 
are beginning to roll. 

While no central govern¬ 
ment-level officials have 
lost their jobs, state me¬ 
dia reported Tuesday that 


the top health officials in 
Hubei province, home to 
the epicenter of Wuhan, 
have been relieved of their 
duties. No reasons were 
given, although the prov¬ 
ince’s initial response was 
deemed slow and inef¬ 
fective. Speculation that 
higher-level officials could 
be sacked has simmered, 
but doing so could spark 
political infighting and be 
a tacit admission that the 
Communist Party dropped 
the ball. 

The virus outbreak has be¬ 
come the latest political 
challenge for the party 
and its leader, Xi Jinping, 
who despite accruing 
more political power than 
any Chinese leader since 
Mao Zedong, has strug¬ 
gled to handle crises on 
multiple fronts. These in¬ 
clude a sharply slowing do¬ 
mestic economy, the trade 
war with the U.S. and push- 
back on China’s increas¬ 
ingly aggressive foreign 
policies. 

A total of 42,638 virus infec¬ 
tions have been recorded 
on the Chinese mainland. 

MAJOR CHALLENGES 
AHEAD 

Zhong Nanshan, a leading 
Chinese epidemiologist, 
said that while the virus out¬ 
break in China may peak 
this month, the situation at 
the center of the crisis re¬ 
mains more challenging. 
"We still need more time of 
hard working in Wuhan," he 


said of the central Chinese 
city where the outbreak 
started. 

Speaking by teleconfer¬ 
ence to doctors in Wuhan, 
Zhong said the priority is to 
separate the infected from 
the healthy in their city. 

"We have to stop more 
people from being infect¬ 
ed," he said. "The problem 
of human to human trans¬ 
mission has not yet been 
resolved." 

Without enough facilities to 
handle the number of cas¬ 
es, Wuhan has been build¬ 
ing prefab hospitals and 
converting a gym and oth¬ 
er large spaces to house 
patients and try to isolate 
them from others. 

RISKS OF RESTARTING BUSI¬ 
NESS 

The crossing of more grim 
thresholds has dimmed 
optimism that the near¬ 
quarantine of some 60 mil¬ 
lion people and other dis¬ 
ease-control measures are 
working. The restart of busi¬ 
ness poses a risk of further 
spreading the virus, but 
China has little recourse, 
said Cong Liang, secretary 
general of the National 
Development and Reform 
Commission, the country’s 
main economic planning 
body. "Without the reopen¬ 
ing of businesses, in the 
short term, it will affect the 
supply of medical mate¬ 
rial and ... in the long run, 
it will affect the supply of 
all kinds of production and 
life materials and will make 
the control and prevention 
efforts on the front line un¬ 
sustainable. The target of 
defeating the epidemic 
will not be reached," Cong 
said at a news conference. 
HONG KONG 

In Hong Kong, authorities 
evacuated some residents 
of an apartment block af¬ 
ter two cases among those 
living there raised suspi¬ 
cion that the virus may be 
spreading through the 
building’s plumbing. 

It was reminiscent of the 
SARS outbreak that killed 
hundreds in the semi-au¬ 
tonomous Chinese city. The 
biggest number of con¬ 
nected cases in that out¬ 
break were in one apart¬ 
ment complex where the 
virus spread through sew¬ 
age pipes. □ 
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Robyn Peoples, left, 26, and Sharni Edwards, 27, pose together 
after becoming the first same sex couple to marry in Northern 
Ireland, in Carrickfergus, Northern Ireland, Tuesday Feb. 11, 
2020. 

Associated Press 


Couple weds in 
Northern Ireland's first 



same-sex marriage 


Rights campaigner Sllkle Carlo, left, demonstrates In front of a mobile police facial recognition 
facility outside a shopping centre In London Tuesday Feb. 11, 2020, “We don't accept this. 

Associated Press 


London police deploy face scan 
tech, stirring privacy fears 


LONDON (AP) — Two wom¬ 
en tied the knot Tuesday 
in Northern Ireland's first 
same-sex wedding, after 
the region became the last 
part of the United Kingdom 
to legalize gay marriage. 
Care worker Robyn Peo¬ 
ples, 26, and waitress Shar¬ 
ni Edwards, 27 married at a 
ceremony in Carrickfergus, 
near Belfast. The couple 
said they had not intended 
to be the first to wed, but 
were thrilled to become 
symbols of change in 
Northern Ireland. 

"We fought so long and 
hard for this opportunity to 
be seen as equal and now 
we are here and it's just 
amazing," said Robyn. She 
and her wife both took the 
married name Edwards- 
Peoples. Northern Ireland's 
legislature did not follow 
the British and Scottish par¬ 
liaments in allowing same- 
sex marriages starting in 
2014. The socially conser¬ 
vative Democratic Union¬ 
ist Party, the biggest group 
in the Northern Ireland As¬ 
sembly, opposed legaliza¬ 
tion. But after a campaign 
by equal-rights groups, Brit¬ 
ain's Parliament stepped in 


last year to bring the region 
into line with the rest of the 
country. The change took 
effect Jan. 13, with the 
first weddings able to take 
place four weeks later. 

U.K. lawmakers acted while 
Northern Ireland's regional 
assembly and government 
were suspended amid a 
feud between the main 
Irish nationalist and Brit¬ 
ish unionist power-sharing 
parties. The power-sharing 
administration was restored 
last month after a three- 
year hiatus. But even if 
Northern Ireland lawmak¬ 
ers wanted to, they could 
not easily overturn the mar¬ 
riage law made by Parlia¬ 
ment in London. 

British lawmakers also vot¬ 
ed last year to expand 
access to abortion, which 
had been severely restrict¬ 
ed in Northern Ireland. 
Among those who cam¬ 
paigned to change the 
marriage law was Sara 
Canning, whose partner, 
journalist Lyra McKee, was 
killed by gunfire from Irish 
Republican Army dissidents 
as she covered anti-police 
rioting in Londonderry in 
April 201 ?.□ 


By KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer 
LONDON (AP) — London 
police started using facial 
recognition cameras on 
Tuesday to automatically 
scan for wanted people, 
as authorities adopt the 
technology that has raised 
concerns about increased 
surveillance and erosion of 
privacy. Surveillance cam¬ 
eras mounted on a blue 
police van monitored peo¬ 
ple coming out of a shop¬ 
ping center in Stratford, in 
east London. Signs warned 
that police were using the 
technology to find people 
"wanted for serious crimes." 
Officers stood nearby, ex¬ 
plaining to passers-by how 
the system works. 

It's the first time London's 
Metropolitan Police Service 
has used live facial recog¬ 
nition cameras in an oper¬ 
ational deployment since 
carrying out a series of trials 
that ended last year. 
London police are using 
the technology despite 


warnings from rights groups, 
lawmakers and indepen¬ 
dent experts about a lack 
of accuracy and bias in 
the system and the erosion 
of privacy. Activists fear it's 
just the start of expanded 
surveillance. 

"We don't accept this. This 
isn't what you do in a de¬ 
mocracy. You don't scan 
people's faces with cam¬ 
eras. This is something you 
do in China, not in the U.K.," 
said Silkie Carlo, director of 
privacy campaign group 
Big Brother Watch. 

Britain has a strong tradition 
of upholding civil liberties 
and of not allowing police 
to arbitrarily stop and iden¬ 
tify people, she said. "This 
technology just sweeps all 
of that away." 

Police Commander Mark 
McEwan downplayed con¬ 
cerns about the machines 
being unaccountable. 
Even if the computer picks 
someone out of a crowd, 
the final decision on wheth¬ 
er to investigate further is 


made by an officer on the 
ground, he said. 

'This is a prompt to them 
that that's somebody we 
may want to engage with 
and identify," he said. 
London's system uses tech¬ 
nology from Japan's NEC 
to scan faces in the crowds 
to see if they matched any 
on a "watchlist" of 5,000 
faces created specifically 
for Tuesday's operation. 

The watchlist images are 
mainly of people wanted 
by the police or courts for 
serious crimes like attempt¬ 
ed murder, McEwan said. 
London police say that 
in trials, the technology 
correctly identified 7 in 
10 wanted people who 
walked by the camera 
while the error rate was 1 in 
1,000 people. But an inde¬ 
pendent review found only 
eight of 42 matches were 
verified as correct. 

Police are "using the latest 
most up-to-date algorithm 
we can get," McEwan said. 
□ 
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Rebels shoot down Syrian helicopter as fighting intensifies 



Syrian government helicopter is shot by a missile in Idlib province, Syria, Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By BASSEM MROUE and 
SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Rebels shot 
down a Syrian military he¬ 
licopter in northern Syria 
an Tuesday, killing its crew 
members in a fiery crash, 
while the government kept 
up its relentless bombing 
campaign on the oppo¬ 
sition-held region, with an 
airstrike in which seven ci¬ 
vilians died, activists and 
news reports said. 

The violence in Idlib prov¬ 
ince came as government 
troops moved closer to 
capturing the last rebel- 
cantrolled section of a 
strategic highway linking 
sauthern and northern Syr¬ 
ia, which would bring the 
road under the full control 
of President Bashar Assad’s 
forces for the first time since 
2012. 

With support from Rus¬ 
sia and Iran, Syrian traops 
have been on the offensive 
for weeks in Idlib and parts 
at nearby Aleppa provinc¬ 
es, unleashing a humani¬ 
tarian crisis with 700,000 
people fleeing their homes 


and surging north toward 
the Turkish border. 

Nearly a quarter of the 3 
million people in Idlib and 
nearby areas have fled. 
Terrified families piled onto 
trucks and other vehicles, 
clogging muddy rural raads 
in yet anather harrawing 
exodus in the conflict, now 


in its ninth year. Hundreds 
of civilians have died in the 
latest fighting, according 
to the United Nations. 

The Syrian helicapter gun- 
ship was shot down by in¬ 
surgents amid fighting near 
the village at Nairab as reb¬ 
els, backed by Turkish artil¬ 
lery, tried to retake it after 


losing it last week, accord¬ 
ing to opposition activists. 
Associated Press video 
showed the helicopter 
spiraling from the sky and 
breaking up as fire paured 
from its fuselage, just be- 
fare it crashed. Twa bad- 
ies could be seen on the 
ground. 

Turkey’s official Anadolu 
news agency reported that 
the pilot and two others 
aboard were killed, while 
opposition activists re¬ 
ported that only two crew 
members were on board. 
Hours later, a Syrian air- 
strike hit the city at Idlib, the 
prcvincial capital, killing 
seven people and wound¬ 
ing nearly two dozen, ac¬ 
cording to the Syrian Civil 
Defense, also known as 
White Helmets. The Britain- 
based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights said the 
airstrike killed 12 civilians, 
half at them children, and 
wounded about 30. 
Opposition activists said 
the airstrike on Idlib, home 
to about 800,000 people, 
was carried out in response 
to the downing of the heli¬ 
copter. 

The fighting recently esca¬ 
lated with two separate 
clashes between Syrian 
and Turkish troops, killing 13 
on each side, including five 
Turkish scldiers whc were 
killed Monday. 

Turkey, a main backer of 
the rebels, has railed ar¬ 
mored vehicles into Idlib, 
apparently to prevent gov¬ 


ernment forces from reach¬ 
ing the border areas with 
Turkey. The country is home 
to some 3.6 million Syrian 
refugees and is concerned 
about more streaming in. 
Turkey’s defense minister 
tald The Assaciated Press 
that Ankara has as many as 
faur observatian pasts and 
two military positions in Syr¬ 
ian government-controlled 
territory, warning that Turk¬ 
ish soldiers were under or¬ 
ders to retaliate forcefully 
to any attacks. 

Defense Minister Hulusi 
Akar said in the interview 
that Turkey would not va¬ 
cate any at its 12 abserva- 
tion pasts in Idlib. 

"In the event at any actian 
against them, they have 
been given instructions to 
retaliate even more pow¬ 
erfully," he said. 

The Turkish Defense Ministry 
tweeted that more than 50 
Syrian government troops 
were "neutralized" in Idlib 
pravince, without giving 
details at the circumstanc¬ 
es. The claim cauld not be 
independently verified and 
military officials could not 
immediately be reached 
for comment. 

The Syrian army said the 
Turkish threats "will not dis¬ 
suade the (Syrian) army 
from continuing its op¬ 
erations in Idlib and west¬ 
ern Aleppo province to 
cleanse them at terrarism." 
It warned that the military 
is ready to respond to the 
"aggression of Turkish occu¬ 
piers." 

Turkish President Re- 
cep Tayyip Erdogan also 
warned Assad’s govern¬ 
ment that it will "pay a very, 
very heavy price" for at¬ 
tacks an Turkish traops. 

At a speech in Ankara, 
he said he would explain 
Turkey’s next steps in Idlib 
pravince at a ruling party 
meeting Wednesday. 

He said the offensive in Idlib 
was threatening Turkey’s re¬ 
lations with Russia. 

"There have been very im¬ 
portant results from our 
cooperation, but unfortu¬ 
nately the regime’s attacks 
in Idlib, killing civilians and 
attacking cur trocps, have 
begun to do a great deal 
cf damage to this part¬ 
nership," he told a news 
conference. □ 
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Egypt's booming population officially hits 100 million 



By ISABEL DEBRE 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s fast¬ 
growing population hit 100 
million Tuesday, the offi¬ 
cial statistics agency an¬ 
nounced, presenting a 
pressing problem for on al¬ 
ready overburdened coun¬ 
try with limited resources. 
The staggering figure is on 
increase of 7 million since 
the publication of the latest 
census results in 2017. 
Egypt’s population has tri¬ 
pled since 1960, with the 
annual growth rate peak¬ 
ing in 1987 at nearly 2.8%. 
Every day nearly 5,000 peo¬ 
ple are born in Egypt, the 
agency estimates. 

The country is trying to 
cope with resurgent birth 
rates and a "youth bulge" 
that has reached a peck. 
Roughly 62% of the popula¬ 
tion are below age 29, ac¬ 
cording to the U.N. Popula¬ 
tion Fund. 

"We’re looking at the largest 
cohort of young people in 
Egypt’s history. This number 
con translate into severe 
challenges or opportuni¬ 
ties depending on how the 
country chooses to invest," 
said Aleksondor Bodirozo, 
the Egypt representative 
for UNFPA. 

The vast majority of the 
country’s population is 
crammed in urban areas 
around the Nile, some 7% 
of Egypt’s territory. The 
capital, Cairo, and its twin 
province of Giza, ore home 
to o combined population 
of 19 million, according to 
Tuesday’s figures. 

Cairo has become so con¬ 
gested and overpopulated 
that President Abdel Fot- 
tch el-Sissi’s government 
has decided to build o 


vast new administrative 
capital in the desert, which 
critics soy further drains re¬ 
sources in o country at risk 
of drought. The milestone 
quickly set off alarm over 
looming economic strain. 
"The population problem 
is one of the biggest chal¬ 
lenges facing the state," 
said Halo el-Soid, the min¬ 
ister of planning and eco¬ 
nomic development. 

Egypt, the most populous 
Arab nation, has been 
scrambling to stem its soar¬ 
ing birth rate. El-Sissi has 
repeatedly lectured Egyp¬ 
tians about the perils of 
overpopulation, describing 
it in one speech os "among 
the biggest threats facing 
Egypt," along with terrorism. 
The government recently 


rolled out on ambitious 
family planning campaign 
called "Two is Enough," try¬ 
ing to challenge deep- 
rooted cultural traditions in 
rural areas, where contra¬ 
ception is scarce and chil¬ 
dren ore viewed os a vital 
labor source and insurance 
policy for old age. The pro¬ 
gram’s advertising blitz in¬ 
cludes musical videos pok¬ 
ing fun at outdated con¬ 
ceptions of child-rearing in 
rural areas, and billboards 
with catchy slogans. 
Several government min¬ 
istries also teamed up with 
the UNFPA to launch o 
more hands-on campaign 
called "Your Right to Plan," 
which provides access to 
birth control in hard-to- 
reach rural ports of Egypt, 


with funding from the Euro¬ 
pean Union. 

"We are optimistic, and 
have reason to believe 
these strategies ore work¬ 
ing," said Bodirozo, citing 
o recent stabilization of 
birth rates in most of Upper 
Egypt. 

The government faces 
heavy pressure to provide 
for on exploding popula¬ 
tion under increasingly try¬ 
ing circumstances. One 
third of the country lives in 
poverty, according to the 
statistics agency. Econom¬ 
ic discontent is mounting. 
To stove off financial col¬ 
lapse os port of o bailout 
from the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund, the govern¬ 
ment has pushed through 
tough reforms over the post 


three years. The austerity 
measures hove slashed fuel 
subsidies and dramatically 
hiked up prices of every¬ 
thing from subway fores 
to utility costs. The benefits 
hove yet to trickle down 
to working-class Egyp¬ 
tians who ore struggling to 
cover their basic needs. 
Youth unemployment hov¬ 
ers around 34%, the World 
Bonk reported. 

In o press conference to 
mark the occasion, el-Soid 
warned that unchecked 
growth would compound 
the country’s concerns and 
jeopardize its economic re¬ 
forms, resulting in o grove 
outlook: "o decline in shares 
of housing, educational 
and health services and 
job creation.’’Q 
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A protester from the pro-life group Derecho a Vivir stands outside 
the Spanish parliament in Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, Feb. 11,2020. 

Associated Press 


Spanish government 
renews efforts to 
legalize euthanasia 

By BARRY HATTON 
Associated Press 

LISBON, Portugal (AP) — Spain's new Socialist-led govern¬ 
ment has launched another attempt to legalize euthana¬ 
sia and doctor-assisted suicide. 

After early elections twice last year thwarted the govern¬ 
ment’s efforts to change the law, the Socialist party thinks 
this time it has the support needed. 

A parliamentary debate was taking place Tuesday in 
Madrid in which the lower house was being asked to ac¬ 
cept the Socialists' legislative proposal for consideration. 
The move would open the way for Spain to become 
the fourth European Union country — after Belgium, Lux¬ 
embourg and the Netherlands — to allow euthanasia, 
which is when a doctor kills patients at their request. As 
well as those countries, assisted suicide — where patients 
administer the lethal drug themselves, under medical su¬ 
pervision — is also permitted in Switzerland and some U.S. 
states. If the proposal passes in o vote later Tuesday, it 
goes to a parliamentary health committee, then to the 
Senate, before returning to the lower house for a final 
vote. There is no fixed timetable for those stages. 

Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez urged politicians to 
move forward quickly. 

"We know that many people are waiting, that there is no 
time to lose," Sanchez wrote on his Twitter account. 

Both euthanasia and doctor-assisted suicide are currently 
illegal in Spain, and carry prison sentences of up to eight 
years. Left-wing parties have tried on a dozen occasions 
since 1997 to pass bills to help facilitate assisted dying. 
The parliament in Spain's neighbor Portugal, where So¬ 
cialists are also in power, will discuss later this month a 
similar proposal to allow euthanasia and assisted suicide. 
Recent Spanish opinion polls have indicated broad pub¬ 
lic support for the left-of-center coalition government's 
plans. The issue has met resistance from conservative pol¬ 
iticians and the Catholic church. 

The Spanish Bishops' Conference says on its website that 
euthanasia "is always a kind of murder" and proposes im¬ 
provements to palliative care. That proposal is backed 
by the conservative Popular Party which, along with tor- 
right party Vox, ore the only opposition in parliament to 
the Socialist party's proposal. 

The proposed law in Spain would apply to people suffer¬ 
ing an incurable condition, with the patient waiting no 
longer than a month for the procedure after requesting it. 
The request triggers a consultative process, with the pa¬ 
tient's doctor required to obtain a second opinion from a 
colleague outside his team. After two weeks, the patient 
must repeat the initial request, which is then forwarded to 
a committee for assessment. □ 



Venezuelan opposition leader Juan Guaido speaks during a visit hosted by Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Feb. 6, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Opposition backers in Venezuela 
ask what's next for Guaido 


B Few places in Venezuela 
have a higher concentra¬ 
tion of backers for opposi¬ 
tion leader Juan Guaido 
than the campus of the 
Central University of Ven¬ 
ezuela, o hotbed of anti¬ 
government sentiment at 
the heart of the crisis-torn 
nation’s capital, Caracas. 
Students say their expecta¬ 
tions have soared in recent 
days since U.S. President 
Donald Trump showered 
Guaido with attention on 
a stop in Washington. Still, 
they're left with questions 
about what comes next for 
the challenger following o 
tour of nations that back his 
effort to oust socialist lead¬ 
er Nicolas Maduro. 

"This country needs more 
than tours," said medical 
student Edgar Julio, 25, 
seated at an open-air caf¬ 
eteria talking with class¬ 
mates. "We need action. 
We need answers." 

On campus, students 
complain of a shortage of 
teachers due to moss emi¬ 
gration, and classrooms at 
the sprawling campus of¬ 
ten lack electricity and run¬ 
ning water, reflecting dete¬ 
rioration across the nation. 
"Our position as medical 
students is based on what 
we see every day in the 
hospital with our patients," 
said Julio, noting that pa¬ 
tients suffer and die for o 
lock of basic antibiotics. 
"That for us is a sin." 


Guaido, 36, is at a critical 
moment in his year-long 
campaign to oust Madu¬ 
ro, which appeared to be 
flagging in recent months. 
The opposition leader said 
in o video circulated on¬ 
line late Monday from an 
undisclosed location that 
he's planning his return to 
Venezuela. He called on 
his countrymen to mobilize. 
"Venezuelans have the 
support and respect of the 
world," Guaido said. "We've 
got to come together like 
never before to continue 
our fight inside and outside 
of Venezuela." 

This message come three 
weeks otter Guaido qui¬ 
etly slipped out of Venezu¬ 
ela to rally international 
backing, breaking a travel 
ban imposed by the gov¬ 
ernment-friendly supreme 
court. It included meetings 
with European leaders like 
British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson, French President 
Emmanuel Macron and 
German Chancellor Ange¬ 
la Merkel. This played out 
o year after Guaido an¬ 
nounced he was assuming 
interim presidential powers 
as head of the National As¬ 
sembly, arguing that Mad- 
uro's reelection had been 
invalid. He won backing 
from nearly 60 nations, in¬ 
cluding the United States, 
his Guaido's most impor¬ 
tant international oily. 

The buzz, however, had 


begun to fade after sev¬ 
eral months when a quick 
transition failed to material¬ 
ize. Guaido's effort to spark 
a military uprising failed in 
April and once-large dem¬ 
onstrations by supporters 
thinned. Maduro remains 
firmly in control of all levers 
of government. 

Guaido’s visit to Washing¬ 
ton revived hopes among 
supporters. He was a sur¬ 
prise guest at Trump's an¬ 
nual State of the Union ad¬ 
dress, where Trump recog¬ 
nized Guaido as the only 
"legitimate president of 
Venezuela" and said that 
Moduro's hold on power 
"will be smashed and bro¬ 
ken." Trump followed that 
with a 45-minute meeting 
with Guaido. 

Eric Farnsworth, Washing¬ 
ton D.C.-based vice presi¬ 
dent of the Americas Soci¬ 
ety think tank, said from a 
public perspective, Guaido 
may have even exceeded 
expectations by scoring 
a coveted White House 
meeting, though that pos¬ 
es risks. 

"You're raising expectations 
again," Farnsworth said. "If 
the expectations are raised 
but not met, then you have 
a real problem." 

White House officials have 
piled up sanctions on Ven¬ 
ezuelan officials in attempt 
to pressure Maduro out 
and soy they're weighing 
more.Q 
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AAR'S First Island Wide Open House 



ORANJESTAD — The Association of Aruban Realtors (AAR) is pleased to 
announce that they will be holding their first Island Wide Open House. This 
open house allows visitors to walk through several properties that are for 
sale and they will be guided by a knowledgeable realtor. 



ISLAND WIDE 
OPEN HOUSE 


Open House Events are increasingly popular in the United States and Europe as they 
offer a new way of displaying real estate to potential buyers. This event gives visitors the 
opportunity to look at several different properties around the island of Aruba in different 
price ranges. 


Features and benefits of this Open House inciude the foiiowing: 

• It allows you to gauge the level of interest in different houses in Aruba and ease 
the process of viewing the best property before making a decision. 

• It allows you to pass by any of the houses and view them without the need to 
make an appointment. 

• Real estate agents will be present at every home and they will guide you and 
make the experience enjoyable. 


February 15,202D 
10 AM’12 PM 



Look at all the properties listed on our Face book 
Page: http s:// www.faceb ook.co m/aar.arubarealestate/ 


This Open House will take place on 
Saturday February 15, 2020 starting 
at 10AM until 12PM. There will be 
around 30 houses open to the pub¬ 
lic and you could walk through them 
with a realtor present to answer any 
questions you may have. 

For more information on AAR’s first 
Open House Event, visit our Face- 
book Page https://www.facebook. 
com/aar.arubarealestate. □ 


About AAR _ 

AAR is the only Real Estate association in Aruba. All members must adhere to a strict code of conduct and 
ethics. Members must be knowledgeable about the real estate market and the applicable laws. Only 
screened and reputable real estate offices can become members. The fact that your broker is a member 
of this association offers several advantages for you as buyer or seller as they offer expertise, reliability, 
and certainty. You can find property listings from all brokers that are members of the Association of Aru¬ 
ban Realtors (AAR) on our website www.arubalistings.com. Valuable members of the association include 
Sotheby’s, Alto Vista International Realty, Aruba Brokers, Aruba Home Finders, Aruba Living Today, Aruba 
Massari Rentals, Aruba Top Homes, Azure, Cas Bon, Century 21, Clearly Realty, Coldwell Banker, Executive 
Real Estate, Gold Coast, Moresco, MPG Real Estate, O condominium. Palm Aruba, Prima Casa, RE/MAX, 
RealTeza, Riva Real Estate, Sage Realty, and Homes by Jenn. 



Say yes to Matthew’s Valentine magic 


EAGLE BEACH — Food made with 
love is what you will taste this 
Friday at Matthew’s Beachside 
Restaurant. The Valentine’s din¬ 
ner is a culinary journey to your 
heart. Bring your significant other 
and spend a romantic night with 
ocean view and superb service. 

Matthew’s Beachside Restau¬ 
rant has been consistent in its top 
quality since the start about ten 
years ago. The unique character¬ 
istics of the establishment are the 
delicious food, its outstanding lo¬ 
cation - literally, within feet from 
the ocean, and the elegant yet 
comfortable beach-chic design. 
The magical touch in this Xanadu 
is the service. Matthew’s offers a 


lovely menu this Valentine’s that 
starts with a ‘Cheers to love Ber¬ 
ry Bellinni’, followed by a ‘Hap- 
pitizer of fried goat cheese rose 
on a garden or lobster bisque 
soup’. The main dish is a choice 
between a ‘petite filet mignon 
or stuffed roasted pepper large 
couscous or a blackened corvina 
sweet potato bacon hash’. Com¬ 
plete the romance with a ‘Des¬ 
sert to be kissed, a white and dark 
chocolate mousse’. 

Matthew’s Beachside Restaurant 
is located on the Beach at Casa 
del Mar Beach Resort. 

J.E. IrausquinBlvd. 51, Oranjestad 
- Tel. 297 588 7300 - info@mat- 
thews-aruba.com. □ 
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All from the USA 



EAGLE BEACH — Kimberley Rich¬ 
ardson of the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure to honor 
Aruba’s loyal and friendly visitors 
as Distinguished Visitors and as Em¬ 
erald Ambassadors of Aruba. The 
Distinguished Visitor certificate is 
presented on behalf of the Minister 
of Tourism, as a token of apprecia¬ 
tion to the guests who visit Aruba 10 
years and more consecutively. The 
Emerald Ambassador certificate is 
presented to guests who visit Aruba 
35 years and more consecutively. 

The honorees were Panorea Pav- 
loglou as a Distinguished Visitor ot 
Aruba. The Emerald Ambassador 
certiticate went to couple Donald 
& Charlene Wezesa. All these visi¬ 



tors are from USA. 


This lovely group of people stated 
stated that they love the island 
very much, especially for its year- 
round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches and picturesque sunsets, 
delicious variety of foods, its safe¬ 
ty, and Aruba’s warm and friendly 
people who became like family to 
them. 

Richardson together with the rep¬ 
resentatives of the Aruba Beach 
Club presented the certificates to 
the honorees, handed over some 
presents and also thanked them 
for choosing Aruba as their favorite 
vacation destination and as their 
home-away-from-home.Q 



They became like family 


EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Kim¬ 
berley Richardson of the Aruba 
Tourism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor Aruba’s loyal 
and friendly visitors as Good¬ 
will Ambassadors of Aruba. The 
symbolic Goodwill Ambassador 
certificate is presented on be¬ 
half of the Minister of Tourism, as 
a token of appreciation to the 
guests who visit Aruba 20 years 
and more consecutively. 

The hanarees were couple An¬ 
thony & Geraldine Barbaro from 
Connecticut, USA. 

This lovely couple stated that 


they love the island very much, 
especially for its year-round 
sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches and picturesque sun¬ 
sets, delicious variety of foods, 
and Aruba's warm and friendly 
people that became like family 
to them! 

Richardson together with the 
representatives of the La Ca¬ 
bana Beach Resort & Casino 
presented the certificate to the 
honorees, handed over some 
presents and also thanked them 
for choosing Aruba as their fa¬ 
vorite vacation destination 
and as their home-away-from- 
home. □ 



It's Carnival! 


ORANJESTAD — While the official opening of the 
carnival season took off with the Torch Parade 
on January 4, the island caught the carnival fe¬ 
ver and since then entered a series of carnival 
events that go on until February 25th. 

The island is known for its white-sanded beach¬ 
es and perfect climate, but there is one time in 
the year that Aruba draws thousands of visitors: 
carnival. If you have never been here before, 
come in carnival season as your experience will 
be amazing. Sensational musical events, queen 
elections and different parades are all part of 


this spectacular phenomenon. Carnival is part 
of Aruba’s history and cultural heritage, actu¬ 
ally it is the largest cultural festival on the island. 
For the islanders it is a way to express their cre¬ 
ativity and break away from the daily buzz of 
life. Dancing to the rhythm of local music while 
enjoying the ambiance of the public are some 
of the ingredients of this festival. Oronjestad 
and San Nicolas are the stages for this display 
of unique designed costumes, amazing ambi¬ 
ence and upbeat, local music. The festival is for 
everybody accessible and safe to visit. Behind 
the screens there is an enormous organization 


History 

In the 1920's the first carnival events were organized by social clubs that started private cos¬ 
tume and masquerade parties. This year we celebrate Aruba's 64th carnival, which means that 
the first grand parade took place in 1955. Since than Aruba's carnival has grown big and is now 
able to stand shoulder to shoulder with the most renowned Carnival celebrations around the 
world. Aruba Today has put the coming carnival events for you in a row: 


Feb 12 
Feb 14 
Feb 15 
Feb 15 
Feb 16 
Feb 16 
Feb 19 
Feb 19 
Feb 20 


6:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
4:00 AM 
8:00 PM 
2:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
1:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 


-1:00 AM 

- 2:00 AM 

- 10:00 AM 

- 1:00 AM 

- 6:00 PM 

- 9:00 PM 

- 3:00 PM 

- 10:00 PM 

- 2:00 AM 


Sunset Parade 

Noord 

Welcome to Jouvert 

San Nicolas 

Jouvert Morning 

San Nicolas 

Lighting Parade 

Oronjestad 

Grand Children's Parade 

Oronjestad 

Burning of Momito 

APA 

Jump Up Escolar 

Dakota 

Jump Up Dakota 

Dakota 

Parada di Luz 

San Nicolas 


that makes sure that this festival runs smoothly. 
The police, inspection department. Red Cross 
volunteers, garbage service and many others 
work day and night to make sure that carnival 
is a success. All the trailers are being carefully 
inspected before they are allowed to partici¬ 
pate as well as the vehicles that pull them. Af¬ 
ter each parade the streets are being cleaned 
and road blocks are being taken away so next 
day normal traffic flow occurs. The several or¬ 
ganizations and institutions work together with 
the official carnival organization SMAC. 



For more information you can visit Facebook page SMAC, the official carnival organization.Q 
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WIN $10 UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUBI 








CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open doily lOam to 4am | J.E. Irausquin 8lvd #47 
583.5000 I CQ5inoaliiambra.com 


Ploy Vi5iliniv.9omhlaESflr»nYniOfU!t.orQ ifyoiior unmuymi know bos o aornhliiiQ prablom. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano 8 Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique I R-Gloss 
Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body S Soul Spa 

Coming Soon: Ttie Brownsicne Ribs £ Seafood ond 
Shcbm Hair & Nait Bar 


-WIN A SHARE OF UP TO- 


Every Wednesday | lOant to Midnight 

Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. Win $20 to $100 
in Free Slot Play. Play up to five times eacfi Wednesday, 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 



Fall in love with The Restaurant at 
Tierro del Sol! 


NOORD — Tierra del Sol Resort & 
Golf is proud to invite you to Aru¬ 
ba’s first “Premium Casual” dining 
experience at the newly designed 
restaurant at Tierra del Sol. The 
spectacular new design showcas¬ 
es a fashionable color scheme with 
modern furniture, on expanded 
outdoor terrace, and a bar over¬ 
looking Aruba’s beautiful Caribbe¬ 
an Sea and their Robert Trent Jones 
II golf course. 


Tierra del Sol’s all-day menu of¬ 
fers a wide variety of wonderfully 
prepared food of family friendly 
prices. Whether you wish to enjoy 
o few of their signature dishes or 
sample the new menu, you’re sure 
to hove o wonderful dining experi¬ 
ence of The Restaurant at Tierra del 
Sol. 

Their hours of operation ore from 
10:00am - 4:00pm on Mondays, 



10:00am - 10:00pm Tuesday thru from 6:00pm - 7:00pm from Tues- 
Sofurdoy and 11:00am - 3:00pm day thru Saturday. Reservations 
for their ever-populor gourmet tost- can be mode on their dining page, 
ing Sunday Brunch. via phone or via email. □ 


And for the ultimate drink special Tel: (+297)586-7800 

lovers, happy hour will fake you to E: Restaurant@tierradelsol.com 

o whole new level of ambiance W: www.tierradelsol.com/dining/ 
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Celebrate Love! 



Valentine’s Day is the celebration of love, 
beauty and romantic mood between 
coupies and/or friends, it is a festive day 
where you would like to emphasis the 
importance of this special person in your 
life. You can do this in many ways, by 
sending cards, flowers, gifts, presents or 
arranging a wonderful day/night out. 

While enjoying your stay in Aruba you 
can make this day extra special by sur¬ 
prising your love with the help ot Aruba 
Today. 

Besides the fact that we have wonder¬ 
ful dinner and gift options to choose 
from, advertised in our newspaper in the 
I coming days up to February 14th, we 


can make this day even more special. 
Surprise your significant other with a pic¬ 
ture of her/him or both of you in Aruba 
Today, accompanied by your personal 
message. Imagine taking your vacation 
breakfast in the morning and while read¬ 
ing the newspaper all of a sudden you 
see YOU. This will surely make her or his 
day. 

What Do You Do? 

Send your selected picture (high resolu¬ 
tion JPEG) with short personal Valentine 
message (maximum 40 words) to email: 
news@arubatoday.com by LATEST 
Wednesday February 12. 


What Will We Do? 

We will publish your picture and message in the local 
section of Aruba Today on Friday February 14 in our 
printed newspaper and on our website and Facebook 
page. 

Make her/him smile on this special day, do something 
different! 

There is only one happiness in this life, to love and be 
loved.... ~ George Sand 





40 luxury 

beoch front condominiums 


For more Informotion contact us ot 097] 566-2200 
Toll Free from the US. t-8Ci6-<?78-5770 


224 iE. kousquin Btvd • oianleslad • crubo 
sdes'O-eogtebeochorutxxcorn • wwv£)-eo 9 lebeoctwati<KX>rin 
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Erek the penguin 
loves Aruba 



ORANJESTAD — Kimberley Richardson of the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great pleasure to honor Aruba’s 
loyal and friendly visitors as Goodwiii Ambassadors of 
Aruba. The Goodwiii Ambassador certificate is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as a token of appre¬ 
ciation to the guests who visit Aruba 20 years and more 
consecutively. 

The honorees were couple Vincent & Lori Confreda from 
Rhode Island, USA. This couple have been traveling with 
their travel body named Erek the penguin for years. Erek 
enjoys long walks on the beach and sipping cocktails at 
the Renaissance Island with his flamingo friends. 

Family Confreda stated that they love the island very 
much, especially for its year-round sunny weather, nice 
sandy beaches and picturesque sunsets, delicious variety 
of foods, its safety, and Aruba’s warm and friendly people 
who became like family to them. 

Richardson together with the representatives of Renais¬ 
sance Resort & Casino presented the certificate to the 
honorees, handed over some presents and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba as their favorite vacation desti¬ 
nation and as their home-away-from-home.Q 
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A weekly calendar with a selection of what’s going on in Aruba 



Wednesday 12 
Sunset Parade in Noord 

• The streets of Noord will be filled 
with lights, carnival music and great 
ambience. 

• From6pm-lam 

• Noord (Bubali Shopping Center - Caya 
Frans Figaroa - CMB Noord) 

• Facebook: SMAC 



Thursday 13 

Barefoot Beach BBQ 

• If you’re not barefoot, then you’re 
overdressed. Join us for the Barefoot 
Beach BBQ on the Renaissance Ocean 
Suites Beach! A delicious BBQ made 
to order will be prepared for you 
accompanied by a build your own 
salad station, your choice of marinate, 
side dishes and a decadent dessert station. Have some Family Fun 
around the grill with live music and a Beach Bar ready to serve you. 

• 6pm-10pm 

• Renaissance Ocean Suites 

• Facebook: Renaissance Aruba Resort & Casino 




Friday 14 

Valentine's Day Dinner at Sunset Grille 

• Treat your beloved to an unforgettable Valentine’s Day Dinner at 
Sunset Grille. Indulge in a decadent four-course menu featuring 
an array of exquisite dishes, highlighting the taste of Sunset Grille! 
Reservations required. Please call at (+297) 526 6612 or email 
hiltonconcierge@depalmtours.com. 

• From 5:30pm-1030pm 

• Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino 

• Facebook: Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino 


Saturday 15 

Aruba's Grand Lighting 
Parade 

• It’s time for one of 
Aruba’s biggest 
Carnival parades. 

The Lighting parade 
is filled with creativity, 
costumes, floats and 
road pieces. 

• From8pm-lam 

• Starts at Aruba Entertainment Center in Dakota 

• Facebook: SMAC 



Sunday 16 

Grand Children’s Parade Oranjestad 2020 

• The streets of Oranjestad are ready for a fun day filled with the 
children’s energy and enthusiasm. 

• 1 pm-6pm 

• Starts at Aruba Entertainment Center in Dakota 

• Facebook: SMAC 



Monday 17 
Sunset Yoga 

• After a heavy carnival weekend it’s time to relax at the Sunset 
Yoga. 

• 6pm-7pm 

• Wilhelmina Park, Oranjestad 

• Facebook: Sunset Yoga Aruba 



Tuesday 18 

Cat Mosaic Workshop for Kids 

• Kids love school holidays! Cosecha and Merveline are adding 
more love to this by organizing a Cat Mosaic workshop for kids 
in the school vacation week in February. Not only will they learn 
this art but we will keep instilling a love for pets in each other. We 
love kids, we love art, we love animals. 

• lOam-lpm 

• San Nicolas, B v/d Veen Zeppenfeldstraat 20 

• Facebook: Aruba Cosecha 
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Tiger's 
pursuit 
resumes 
fer Ne. 83 
at Riviera 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — There 
is no better place tor Tiger 
Woods to set the PGA Tour 
record for most career vic¬ 
tories than at Riviera. 
Because this is where he 
played his first PGA Tour 
event as a 16-year-old 
amateur? No. Because he 
now is tournament host of 
the Genesis Invitational, 
giving it the kind of elevat¬ 
ed status — smaller field, 
bigger purse — enjoyed 
only by Jack Nicklaus at 
the Memorial and the late 
Arnold Palmer at Bay Hill? 
Not necessarily. Because 
it’s the course Woods has 
played the most times 
— 10 as a professional — 
without ever having won 
and he’s due? Not at all. 
What makes Riviera ideal is 
because it’s the next one 
on his schedule. And the 
sooner Woods can win No. 
83 to break the record he 
shares with Sam Snead, 
the sooner everyone can 
stop speculating about 
the inevitable. The ques¬ 
tion came up Tuesday — 
how could it not? — about 
how special it would be for 
Woods to set the record at 
Riviera. He interjected by 
saying with a smile, “Yes, 
that’s been mentioned.” 

It was mentioned three 
weeks ago at Torrey Pines 
when he started the new 
year, and that made just 
as much sense. Torrey Pines 
was the first PGA Tour event 
he attended with his fa¬ 
ther, the course where he 
won eight times, including 
that 2008 U.S. Open that 
he played with a double 
stress fracture and shred¬ 
ded knee ligaments. 

Continued on Page 22 
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Beauvillier scores 2, Islanders beat Capitals 5-3 


By The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — An¬ 
thony Beauvillier scored 
twice. Josh Bailey had three 
assists and the New York Is¬ 
landers kept Alex Ovechkin 
stuck at 698 career goals 
in beating the Washington 
Capitals 5-3 Monday night. 
The Islanders jumped out 
to a 5-1 lead and held on 
to hand the Capitals a sec¬ 
ond consecutive regula¬ 
tion loss at home. Washing¬ 
ton also lost center Evgeny 
Kuznetsov to a scary-look- 
ing upper-body injury when 
he was crunched into the 
boards in the second pe¬ 
riod. 

Leo Komarov, Devon 
Toews and Jordan Eberle 
also scored, chasing Wash¬ 
ington rookie goaltender 
Ilya Samsonov otter he 
allowed tive goals on 20 
shots. Braden Holtby, who 
got yanked after allowing 
seven goals on 25 shots 
behind a similarly weak de¬ 
fensive performance Satur¬ 
day against Philadelphia, 
stopped all 12 shots he 
faced in relief. 

Thomas Greiss made 25 
saves to pick up his 16th 
victory of the season for 
New York. Barry Trotz im¬ 
proved to 4-0 in Washing¬ 
ton as Islanders coach 
since leading the Capitals 
to the Stanley Cup in 2018. 
John Carlson, Lars Eller and 
T.J. Oshie scored for the 
Capitals. 

LIGHTNING 2. BLUE JACKETS 
l,OT 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Nikita Kucherov scored his 


second goal of the game 
31 seconds into overtime to 
give Tampa Bay its seventh 
straight win. 

Columbus' Zach Weresnki 
turned the puck over be¬ 
hind his own net and Victor 
Hedman fed it out to Kuch¬ 
erov, who beat Elvis Merz- 
likins for his 27th. The Light¬ 
ning won the first meeting 
of the teams since the Blue 
Jackets swept Tampa Bay 
in the first round of the 2019 
Stanley Cup Playoffs, giving 
Columbus its first-ever post¬ 
season series victory. 

Former Blue Jackets back¬ 
up Curtis McElhinney, start¬ 
ing ahead of Andrei Vasi- 
levskiy on the first night of 
a back-to-back, had 31 
saves to extend the Light¬ 
ning's point streak to nine 
games (8-0-1). They are 19- 
2-1 in the last 22 games. 
Oliver Bjorkstrand scored 
for Columbus, and Merz- 
likins finished with 28 saves. 
FLYERS 4, PANTHERS 1 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
James van Riemsdyk had 
a goal and assist. Carter 
Hart stopped 30 shots in his 
return from injury and Phila¬ 
delphia beat Florida. 

Travis Sanheim, Ivan Provo- 
rov and Claude Giroux also 
had goals for Philadelphia, 
which is 6-1-1 in the last 
eight. The Flyers improved 
to 19-5-4 at home. 
Mackenzie Weegar scored 
for Florida, which has lost 
four straight. 

Panthers goalie Sergei Bo¬ 
brovsky, who began his 
NHL career with the Flyers 
in 2010, had 30 saves. 



Washington Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin (8), of Russia, and New York Islanders defenseman 
Scott Mayfield (24), left wing Michael Dal Colle (28) and Derick Brassard battle for the puck during 
the second period of an NHL hockey game, Monday, Feb. 10, 2020, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


COYOTES 3, CANADIENS 2 

MONTREAL (AP) — Jakob 
Chychrun scored a tie¬ 
breaking power-play goal 
with a minute left, lifting Ari¬ 
zona past Montreal. 

Derek Stepan and Tay¬ 
lor Hall also scored for the 
Coyotes, who scored three 
goals after going down 2-0 
early. Antti Raanta made 
26 saves. 

Jake Evans and Brendan 
Gallagher scored for the 
Canadiens, who had won 
three in a row. Carey Price 
stopped 31 shots. 

FLAMES 6, SHARKS 2 
SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — Mi¬ 
lan Lucic and Tobias Rie- 
der scored in a span of 34 
seconds early in the first 


period, Matthew Tkachuk 
added a highlight-reel tally 
in the third, and Calgary 
beat San Jose. 

Zac Rinaldo, Mark Jankows¬ 
ki and Mikael Backlund 
aalso scored to give the 
Flames back-to-back wins 
following a three-game 
losing streak. David Rittich 
made 34 saves. 

Erik Karlsson and Brent Burns 
scored for the Sharks, who 
were trying for their first 
three-game winning streak 
since November. Aaron 
Dell made 31 saves. 
CANUCKS 6, PREDATORS 2 
VANCOUVER, British Co¬ 
lumbia (AP) — Jacob Mark- 
strom stopped 36 shots, 
and Elias Pettersson and 


J.T. Miller each had a goal 
and an assist to lead Van¬ 
couver. 

Zack MacEwen, Brandon 
Sutter, Jordie Benn and 
Jake Virtanen also scored 
for the Canucks, who 
ended a four-game losing 
streak. 

Quinn Hughes had three 
assists to take over the lead 
in the rookie scoring race 
with 44 points. 

Craig Smith and Mikael 
Granlund scored for the 
Predators. Pekka Rinne last¬ 
ed just 20:58, giving up four 
goals on 17 shots in his first 
appearance in four games. 
Juuse Saros stopped 13 
of 15 shots the rest of the 
way.Q 


U.S. wrestlers compete in Cuba 
despite frayed reiations 


By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Two doz¬ 
en athletes from the U.S. 
flew to Cuba despite ris¬ 
ing tensions between the 
countries to participate 
in the island's most impor¬ 
tant Greco-Roman and 
freestyle annual wrestling 
competition. 

The athletes came from 
states including New York, 
Minnesota and Wyoming 
and included several 
Olympians. 


"We're down here to com¬ 
pete in one of the greatest 
sports in the world," said 
Robby Smith, a 2016 Olym¬ 
pian from Danville, Califor¬ 
nia. 

The visit comes several 
months after the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment imposed major 
restrictions on educational 
and recreational travel to 
Cuba as President Don¬ 
ald Trump continues to roll 
back Obama-era efforts 
to restore normal relations. 
Luis Alberto Orta, a Cuban 


wrestler in the 130-pound 
(60-kilogram) category, 
brushed aside those issues. 
"It's essential that athletes 
from all countries be able 
to fraternize with us," he 
said. 

A total of 14 countries are 
participating in the Gran- 
ma Cup and Cerro Pelado 
competition in Havana, 
among them Canada, 
Honduras, Argentina and 
Hungary. The Granma 
Cup hosts Greco-Roman 
wrestlers and takes place 



R. Felix Hernandez from Cuba, left, and Robert Smith from 
the United States, compete in the semifinais of the 130kg 
category in the Granma Cup and Cerro Pelado International 
tournament, in Havana, Cuba, Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2020. 

Associated Press 

Monday and Tuesday. The wrestlers and is scheduled 
Cerro Pelado is for freestyle for Feb. 15-16.Q 
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Raptors beat Timberwolves 137-126 for 15th straight win 



Toronto Raptors torword Patrick AAcCaw (22) celebrates a three-point basket against the Minnesota 
Timberwolves during second half NBA basketball action in Toronto, Monday, Feb. 10, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — OG 

Anunoby scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 25 points and 
matched his career high 
with 12 rebaunds, Kyie 
Lawry had 27 paints and 
11 assists, and the Toronto 
Raptors extended their 
franchise-record winning 
streak to 15 by beating the 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
137-126 on Monday night. 
Pascal Siakam scored 14 
of his 34 points in the fourth 
quarter, Rondae Hollis-Jef- 
fersan had a seasan-high 

21 and Fred VanVleet add¬ 
ed 16 as the Raptors won 
their 16th straight hame 
meeting with Minnesota. 
Lawry returned after miss¬ 
ing Saturday's win over 
Brooklyn because of whip¬ 
lash, but center Serge Iba- 
ka sat because of flu-like 
symptoms. Hollis-Jefferson 
started for Ibaka. 

D'Angelo Russell scored 

22 points in his Minnesota 
debut and Karl-Anthony 
Towns had 23 points and 10 
rebaunds. 

BUCKS 123, KINGS 111 

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Khris 
Middleton and Eric Bledsoe 
scored 28 points apiece to 
lead Milwaukee to the vic¬ 
tory without Giannis Ante- 
tokounmpo. 

Antetokaunmpo, the reign¬ 
ing MVP, missed the game 
after he and his girlfriend 
welcamed their first child, 
a son whose birth he an¬ 
nounced earlier Monday 
on his Twitter account. 
Milwaukee trailed 90-88 
after three quarters, but 
opened the final period 
with 13 consecutive points. 
Harrison Barnes had 23 
points and De'Aaron Fax 
added 17 far the Kings, 
wha had won four of their 
previous five. 

LAKERS 125, SUNS 100 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Rajon 
Rondo scored a season- 
high 23 points, Anthony Da¬ 
vis added 25 points and 10 
rebounds, and Los Angeles 
rolled over Phoenix. 

The Lakers had dropped 
three of their last four at Sta¬ 
ples Center but didn't have 
any prablems against the 
Suns. Las Angeles put the 
game away in the second 
as Randa scored 15 points 
in the quarter. It was only 
the fifth time in Rondo's 13- 


year career he has scored 
15 or more in a period. 
LeBron Davis had 17 points, 
nine assists and eight re¬ 
baunds in 30 minutes far 
the Lakers, who have won 
four of their last five. 

Mikal Bridges scored 18 
points for Phoenix, which 
has lost six of seven. Cheick 
Diallo added 15 points while 
Jevon Carter and Ricky Ru¬ 
bio scored 13 apiece. 
HEATHS, WARRIORS 101 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Jimmy Butler had 21 points 
and 10 rebaunds in his re¬ 
turn to Miami's lineup, and 
the Heat wan in Andre 
Iguodala's first game back 
in the Bay Area, thumping 
Golden State. 

Jae Crowder added 21 
points and eight rebounds. 
Bam Adebayo had 13 
points, 11 rebounds and 
seven assists. Kelly Olynyk 
had 12 points and a ca¬ 
reer-high 11 assists. 
Iguodala, a key member of 
the Warriors' three cham¬ 
pionship teams from 2015- 


18, had two points and 
five rebounds in 17 minutes 
against his former team. 
Damian Lee scored 26 
points with five 3-pointers 
for Golden State (12-42). 
The loss ends the Warriors' 
five-year streak at finishing 
.500 or better. 

JAZZ 123, MAVERICKS 119 
DALLAS (AP)— Utah's " 
Jordan Clarkson scored 25 
points before fouling out 
and Rudy Gobert stayed 
perfect from the floor 
against Dallas this season. 
Gobert was 7-af-7 shaoting 
after making all eight at¬ 
tempts in Utah's hame vic- 
tary last month. He finished 
with 17 points and 16 re¬ 
bounds. The 7-foot-l center 
has made 17 consecutive 
shots against Dallas going 
back to last Feb. 23. 

Tim Hardaway Jr. scored a 
season-high 33 points and 
Kristaps Parzingis added 28 
far the Mavericks in their 
seventh straight game with- 
aut injured All-Star point 
guard Luka Dancic. 


The second-year sensation, 
who has a sprained right 
ankle, could return for the 
final game befare the All- 
Star break. 

NUGGETS 127, SPURS 120 

DENVER (AP) — Jamal Mur¬ 
ray scared 14 at his 26 paints 
in the fourth quarter ta help 
the Nuggets rally from 23 
down to get the win. 
Denver scored 74 points in 
the second half, a season 
high, and outscored San 
Antonio by 21 after half¬ 
time. The Nuggets have 
wan three in a raw and six 
of their last seven. 

Paul Millsap, wha finished 
with 22 points, helped spark 
the cameback on his 35th 
birthday. The reserve had 
16 points in the second 
half, including a go-ahead 
3-pointer early in the fourth. 
Nikola Jokic had 19 points, 
13 assists and eight re¬ 
baunds while battling faul 
trouble trying to guard La- 
Marcus Aldridge. The Spurs 
forward had 33 points to 
lead all scorers. 


NETS 106, PACERS 105 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Spencer Dinwiddle made 
a 21-foot jumper with 5 sec¬ 
onds left, lifting Brooklyn to 
the victory. 

Dinwiddle finished with 21 
points. 

The lead changed hands 
three times in the final 27 
seconds and wasn't decid¬ 
ed until Malcolm Brogdon's 

3- pointer at the buzzer 
came up short. Brooklyn 
has won two straight at In¬ 
dianapolis for the first time 
since 2012-13. 

Domantas Sabonis had 23 
points, 10 rebounds and 11 
assists for his fourth triple¬ 
double this season. But the 
Pacers drcpped their sixth 
straight game. 

MAGIC 135, HAWKS 126 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Aar¬ 
on Gordon scored 26 points 
for Orlando, and Nikola 
Vucevic had 24 points, nine 
rebounds and nine assists. 
The Magic shat 52.6% from 
the field and made a sea¬ 
son-high 18 3-pointers in 
their highest-scoring game 
this season. Evan Faurnier 
added 22 points, and Ter¬ 
rence Ross had 21. 

Trae Young had 29 points 
and nine assists for Atlan¬ 
ta. John Collins scored 22 
points, and Dewayne Ded- 
man had 14 paints and 
nine rebaunds. 

The Magic used a pair of 

11 -0 runs in the fourth quar¬ 
ter ta get past an Atlanta 
team playing the second 
game of a back-to-back. 
The Hawks needed two 
overtimes Sunday to beat 
the New York Knicks. 
HORNETS 87, PISTONS 76 
DETROIT (AP) — Miles Bridg¬ 
es scored 18 points, helping 
Charlotte stop a five-game 
slide. 

The win was Charlotte's 
10th straight against Detroit, 
including two consecutive 

4- 0 season sweeps. The 
Hornets are 13-36 against 
the rest of the league and 
had lost 13 of their previous 
14 games. 

Malik Monk added 16 
points for the Hornets, and 
Devonte' Graham had 14 
points and 11 assists. 

The Pistons have last three 
straight and nine of 11. 
Thon Maker led Detrait with 

12 points and a career-high 
12 rebounds. □ 








LeBron James 
among 44 U.S. 
Olympic basketball 
team finalists 


By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 

LeBron James is considering 
a return to the Olympics. 
James — a two-time gold 
medalist and three-time 
Olympian — was among 
44 players announced by 
USA Basketball on Mon¬ 
day as finalists for the team 
that will play in the Tokyo 
Games this summer. James 
played in 2004, 2008 and 
2012, helping the U.S. win 
gold in his most recent two 
appearances. 

The peel includes 19 players 
wha have won a total at 31 
gald medals in either Olym¬ 
pic or World Cup competi¬ 
tion for the Americans — 
including nine players who 
captured the Olympic title 
for USA Basketball in Rio de 
Janeiro four years ago. 

"I've always maintained 
that equity is important," 
USA Basketball managing 
director Jerry Colangelo 
told The Associated Press. 
"And yau earn equity by 
participating. 

So, we think they've earned 
the right to be named to 
the overall roster for USA 
Basketball. It's pretty elite. 
It's a tremendous pot and 
the good news is they've all 
said they want to play." 
James has played in 68 
games for the U.S. national 
team and has said several 
times over the past year or 
so that he is thinking abaut 
anather Olympics — after 
sitting out the Rio Games 
for a variety of reasons. Part 
of the interest in participat¬ 
ing this summer is to have 
the chance to play for U.S. 
coach Gregg Popovich of 
the San Antonio Spurs. 

"My name is in the hat. It's 
always predicated on how 
my body feels at the end of 
the season," James said. "I 
am haping ta make a lang 
playoff run and then where 
my mind is and where my 
family's head is. There are a 
lot of factors." 

There will be no tryouts. 
USA Basketball will pare 
the list dawn ta a 12-per- 
san Olympic team by early 


June, those decisions to be 
made by a selection com¬ 
mittee — and to be based 
in part on player availability 
and health. 

Training camp will start in 
early July, potentially as 
little as two weeks after the 
end of the NBA Finals. The 
Olympics start July 24. 

"I want to play," said Port¬ 
land's Damian Lillard, one 
of the finalists. 

"I think, looking at my ca¬ 
reer and all the stuff I want 
to accomplish before it's 
over, winning a gold medal 
at the Olympics is on the 
list. 

I was happy to see my 
name on there, obviously, 
and hopefully I'll be a part 
of the team." 

USA Basketball officials, 
including Colangelo and 
Popovich of the San An¬ 
tonio Spurs, have met 
with players in a variety of 
ways over the past several 
weeks. 

Some talks have been di¬ 
rectly with players, some 
with their agents, same with 
their NBA clubs, sometimes 
a combination thereof — 
and, Colangelo noted, 
there were some instances 
where players reached out 
directly to express interest. 

If they're on the list, that 
means USA Basketball is 
convinced they want ta 
play. 

"I feel very gaod about the 
response," Colangelo said. 
Also included in the pool: 
15 of the 16 players from 
the U.S. who are scheduled 
to play in Sunday's NBA 
All-Star Game, and all 12 
members of the team that 
represented the U.S. at last 
summer's Basketball World 
Cup in China — where the 
Americans managed only 
a seventh-place finish after 
roughly three dozen play¬ 
ers who were on the list at 
some point dropped out 
along the way. 

The nine players still in the 
mix from the 2016 Olympic 
team: Sacramento's Harri¬ 
son Barnes, Miami's Jimmy 
Butler, San Antania's DeMar 
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Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James goes to the basket against the Sacramento Kings during 
the first quarter of an NBA basketbaii game in Sacramento, Calif., Saturday, Feb. 1, 2020. 

Associated Press 


DeRozan, Brooklyn's Kevin 
Durant and Kyrie Irving, the 
Los Angeles Clippers' Paul 
George, Golden State's 
Draymond Green and Klay 
Thompson, and Toronto's 
Kyle Lowry. 

Back from the 2012 Olym¬ 
pic champion roster: the 
Los Angeles Lakers' James 
and Anthony Davis, Durant, 
Houston's James Harden 
and Russell Westbroak, 
Cleveland's Kevin Love and 
Oklahoma City's Chris Paul. 
Back from the 2008 gold- 
medal squad: the Lakers' 
Dwight Howard. 

And those with World Cup 
or world championship 
gold medals for USA Basket¬ 
ball, but no Olympic gold 
to this point: Golden State's 
Stephen Curry, Cleveland's 
Andre Drummond and 
Denver's Mason Plumlee. 
James and Paul won Olym¬ 
pic gold at Beijing in 2008, 
and James was part of the 
team that won bronze at 
Athens in 2004. 

If James joins this team, he 
will become the second 


four-time men's basketball 
Olympian for the U.S. — 
joining Carmelo Anthony. 
"I'm looking forward to 
coaching the U.S. Olym¬ 
pic Team, and I'm excited 
about the potential and 
possibilities this team has," 
Popovich said. 

The Olympics could be a 
return to the court for play¬ 
ers like Durant and Thomp- 
san, who have missed the 
entirety of this NBA season 
with injuries. 

Durant's recovery from 
Achilles' surgery is at the 
point where he's doing 
some on-court work and 
Thompson has said he 
would like to play if his sur¬ 
gically repaired knee is up 
to the challenge. 

The 25 other players who 
are finalists for this summer's 
team but do not yet have 
Olympic or World Cup gold 
for the U.S.: Miami's Bam 
Adebayo, San Antonio's 
LaMarcus Aldridge, Wash¬ 
ington's Bradley Beal, Phoe¬ 
nix's Devin Booker, Indiana's 
Malcolm Brogdon, Boston's 


Jaylen Brown, Utah's Mike 
Conley, the Clippers' Mon- 
trezl Harrell, Brooklyn's Joe 
Harris, Philadelphia's Tabi- 
as Harris, Bostan's Gordan 
Hayward, New Orleans' 
Brandon Ingram, the Lak¬ 
ers' Kyle Kuzma, the Clip¬ 
pers' Kawhi Leonard, Lillard, 
Milwaukee's Brook Lopez, 
the Lakers' JaVale McGee, 
Milwaukee's Khris Middle- 
ton, Utah's Danavan Mitch¬ 
ell, Indiana's Victor Oladi- 
po, Boston's Marcus Smart 
and Jayson Tatum, Indi¬ 
ana's Myles Turner, Baston's 
Kemba Walker and San An¬ 
tonio's Derrick White. 

"The reason we have this 
big roster is a lot of things 
happen, a lot of variables," 
Colangelo said. "And 
what's to say what's going 
to happen from an injury 
standpoint between now 
and June. 

We don't know. So we have 
the rest of the season to 
monitor, to watch. 

But when we select our 12, 
they will be 12 who are ab¬ 
solutely in with all fours."G 
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Then again, Waods has left 
such an enormous trail in 
golf that winning anywhere 
would have some historical 
perspective. 

It could be Bay Hill, where 
he has won eight times. 
Maybe the Masters, where 
he could set the record 
and tie Jack Nicklous with a 
sixth green jacket. The U.S. 
Open is at Winged Foot, 
the first major he played af¬ 
ter his father died and the 
first cut he ever missed in a 
major. It’s a long list. 

Woods hasn’t decided 
where he is playing or even 
how much this year — even 
the Mexico Championship 
next week remains up in 
the air — but odds are he 
will have won every tourna¬ 
ment on his schedule ex¬ 
cept L.A. 

Oddly enough, what made 
the career record feel so in¬ 
evitable was a tournament 
he had never played. 
Winning the Tour Champi¬ 
onship (for the third time) 
at the end of the 2018 
season was the first step 
in his comeback frcm four 
back surgeries. Winning 
the Masters (far the fifth 
time) made the comeback 
ccmplete, for it was his first 


major after a drought of 
nearly 11 years. But it was 
when he returned from a 
fifth knee surgery — this 
one the maintenance vari¬ 
ety — and played the ZoZo 
Championship in Japan 
where he showed such a 
comfort level with his swing 
and with his game that 
more victories seemed cer¬ 
tain to follow. 

So how about now? 

“I’ve played in a number of 
events over the years, and 
for me not to win an event 
that has meant so much to 
me in my hometown ... I’ve 
done well in San Diego, I’ve 
done well at Sherwood, just 
haven’t done well here,” 
Woods said. “So hope¬ 
fully, I can put it together 
this week and we’ll have a 
great conversation on Sun¬ 
day.” Riviera is the closest 
PGA Tour stop to his home¬ 
town of Cypress in Orange 
County, about 40 miles 
away, although with traffic, 
it takes about as much time 
as the 90 miles from Cypress 
to Torrey Pines. 

Woods has done well all 
over his home state: eight 
victories at Torrey Pines, 
three at La Costa, two at 
Pebble Beach, one at Har¬ 
ding Park (not including 
the Presidents Cup in 2009, 




In Jan. 26, 2020, file photo. Tiger Woods watches his tee shot on the second hole of the South 
Course at Torrey Pines Golf Course during the final round of the Farmers Insurance golf tournament 
Sunday, in San Diego. 

Associated Press 


where he went 5-0). 

Riviera hasn’t been so 
friendly to him. 

Woods withdrew after nar¬ 
rowly making the cut in 
2006 because he was ill, 
and he stayed away far the 
next 12 years, only returning 
when a new title sponsor 
came on board and taok 
on his TGR Ventures as the 
group running the tourna¬ 
ment. 

Not all memories are bad. 
He was runner-up in 1999 to 
Ernie Els — a bogey on the 
13th cost him dearly, and 


a bogey on the final hole 
ended it for Woods. He also 
shared a story about one 
of the occasions he was 
at the tournament without 
clubs. 

Woods was behind the 
ropes watching on the 11 th 
tee when he heard Tam 
Watson was coming up 
the eighth hole, which was 
right behind him. He got 
there just in time for Watson 
to miss left while aiming for 
the back left pin position. 
“I’m basically one of the 
only ones over there and 


Bruce (Edwards) was on the 
bag and I’m standing look¬ 
ing at the golf ball,” Woods 
said. “He comes over and 
says, ‘Move out of the way, 
kid,’ and pushes me out of 
the way. So I’m out on tour 
telling him this story and he 
says, ‘Well, you were in the 
way.’ 

“So for me to have experi¬ 
ences like that here at Riv 
and to have now this be 
my event ... hopefully on 
Sunday we’ll be having this 
discussion a little bit more.” 
If not Sunday, then soon.Q 


Bonner traded to Connecticut Sun for 3 1st-round picks 


ether versatile established ting drafted fifth in 2009. 
player in this league to our She helped the team win 
roster was something that champianships in 2009 



In this Aug. 16, 2019, file photo, Phoenix Mercury forward 
DeWanna Bonner (24) looks to pass during a WNBA basketball 
game against the Atlanta Dream in Phoenix. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 

The Connecticut Sun were 
one win away from a 
WNBA title last season. 

The team added a big 
piece for potentially get¬ 
ting that extra victory on 
Tuesday by trading for De¬ 
Wanna Bonner. 

The Sun sent the Phoenix 
Mercury three first-round 
draft picks for the All-Star 
wing. Phaenix received 
the Nc. 7 and 10 averall 
picks in this year’s draft as 
well as the Sun’s first-round 
pick next season. 

“It’s an exciting day in 
Connecticut. Obviously, 
DeWanna Bonner was 
one of the most coveted 
free agents out there this 
season and a perennial 
All-Star,” Sun coach and 
general manager Curt 
Miller said. “To add an- 


was very intriguing and 
interesting for us. Happy 
ta have her as a part af 
the family.” Banner had 
played her entire career 
with the Mercury after get- 


and 2014. The 32-year-old 
was the franchise’s all-time 
leading rebaunder (2,072) 
and secand an the scor¬ 
ing list (4,820) behind only 
Diana Taurasi. “We draft¬ 


ed DeWanna in 2009, and 
tagether we won champi¬ 
onships in 2009 and 2014,” 
Mercury general manager 
Jim Pitman said. 

“We watched as she be¬ 
came a sixth woman of 
the year, All-Star, all-WNBA 
player, and most impor¬ 
tantly a mother. Ultimately, 
she has decided the next 
stage af her career daes 
not include us and we wish 
her the best. She and her 
daughters, Cali and Demi, 
will always remain a part 
af the Mercury family.” 
Bonner missed the 2017 
season because she was 
pregnant. 

Bonner was an unrestrict¬ 
ed free agent, but by do¬ 
ing a sign-and-trade she 
was able ta patentially 
earn an extra $30,000 as 
the new maximum salary 
in the callective bargain¬ 


ing agreement is $215,000. 
If she had just signed with 
Connecticut the maxi¬ 
mum she would have 
been able ta earn would 
have been $185,000. 

“The new CBA allowed 
for a higher amount if you 
stay with the incumbent 
team,” Miller said. “Part 
of it was the negotiation. 
She’s someone who had 
been layal to Phoenix. 
That played part at it as far 
as sign and trade versus 
just signing.” 

The Mercury still have a let 
of room to make moves 
with only a half-dozen 
players under contract. 
Taurasi, Briann January, 
Alanna Smith, Brianna 
Turner and Sophie Cun¬ 
ningham are all signed. 
Brittney Griner was given 
the core designation by 
the team. □ 
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Busch has done it all in NASCAR, except win the Daytona 500 



Kyle Busch prepares to get in his car during NASCAR auto race practice at Daytona International 
Speedway, Saturday, Feb. 8, 2020, in Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer 
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (AP) 

— Kyle Busch has partied in 
victory lane at every NAS¬ 
CAR track from Darlington 
to Dover, from Bristol to the 
Brickyard. Busch has even 
celebrated at Daytona, 
with a 2008 summer Cup 
Series victory on his resume, 
and trophies from races in 
other series or exhibitions 
in his collection. Kyle Busch 
prepares to get in his cor 
during NASCAR auto race 
practice at Daytona Inter¬ 
national Speedway, Satur¬ 
day, Feb. 8, 2020, in Day¬ 
tona Beach, Fla. 

He has yet to take his tra¬ 
ditional bow as the confetti 
flies at the Daytona 500. He 
is 0 for 14. 

Winning the biggest race in 
NASCAR is the last drop in 
filling a bucket list of mile¬ 
stones that includes two 
Cup championships and 
more than 200 NASCAR 
victories for one of NAS- 
CAR's all-time greats, who 
is just 34. If failing to win the 
Daytona 500 is gnawing 
at the tempestuous Busch, 


he's not letting on. 

'The whole aspect of hav¬ 
ing one item not checked 
is not that big of a deal," 
Busch said. "It's not going 
to end my career by any 
means." 

Maybe not, but it would 
put a tidy bow on a career 


where Busch really has not 
much left to prove. 

Last season, Busch was 
agonizingly close to win¬ 
ning the "Great American 
Race," finishing second in a 
race where he led inside of 
10 laps left. He had another 
strong chance in 2008 until 


a late-race miscalculation 
by a teammate cost him 
a shot at the Harley J. Earl 
trophy. 

Busch gets another shot 
Sunday at winning the 
race that Trevor Bayne, Ja¬ 
mie McMurroy and Derrike 
Cope all managed to fig¬ 
ure out. 

Busch could move past 
Rusty Wallace and into 
ninth on the Cup career 
wins list if he emerges from 
the anything-can-happen 
pack. Among active driv¬ 
ers, Busch's 56 wins and two 
titles are behind only sev¬ 
en-time champion Jimmie 
Johnson (83 wins). Busch 
could become the first re¬ 
peat Cup champion since 
Johnson won five straight 
from 2006-2010. 

The good times through¬ 
out his career are etched 
in Busch's Hall of Fame 
credentials, but the near 
misses at Daytona are un¬ 
forgettable. 

In 2008, Busch's first season 
at Joe Gibbs Racing after 
a complicated breakup 
at Hendrick Motorsports,a 
drive toward the finish with 
teammate Tony Stewart 
came down to the wire. 
Running out front in the 
high line, Stewart held off 
two Penske cars over the fi¬ 
nal thrilling laps. But as Pen¬ 
ske drivers Ryan Newman 
and Kurt Busch closed in on 
him, Stewart didn't feel safe 
running alone without any 
allies. 


At the last second, he 
dropped low on the track to 
line up in front of Busch. The 
JGR teams had planned 
on winning with teamwork, 
and Stewart thought he 
would need Busch to make 
it to the checkered flag. 
The decision backfired in 
the blink of an eye. Stew¬ 
art couldn't hook up with 
Busch fast enough, and 
the two Penske cars steam- 
rolled post him on the top. 

"I think Tony, to wont to 
stick together and work as 
teammates, took an op¬ 
portunity to do that with 
me rather than jumping out 
and getting in front of the 
other two that were com¬ 
ing," Busch said. "That took 
away his Daytona 500. I 
think it was his to win. But 
we were right there, and 
we were right there close 
and had a fast car, too." 
Trying last season to be¬ 
come No. 1 at Daytona, 
Busch was instead second 
in the 1 -2-3 finish for JGR. 
Busch was leading on a 
restart with nine laps to go 
and opted to start from 
the bottom lane after win¬ 
ner and teammate Denny 
Hamlin told Busch's crew 
that they would "race it out" 
without working together. 
Before the final restart, 
though, Busch said Hamlin 
wanted to "go back into 
teammate preservation 
mode." Busch did some 
blocking that allowed 
Hamlin to hold off Joey Lo- 
gono. 

"It hurt not being able to 
bring home that trophy 
and for Denny to be able 
to bring home two, but 
that's just a part of racing," 
Busch said. "Hopefully we 
can get it done this year 
or whenever, sometime or 
another, before it's all said 
and done for myself to be 
able to at least have one." 
Busch's bad luck extends 
beyond the checkered 
flag drought. He crashed 
into a concrete wall in a 
race the day before the 
2015 Daytona 500 and 
broke his right leg and left 
foot. Busch was stuck in a 
hospital bed, the Daytona 
500 just a race on T'V. Busch 
withstood multiple surger¬ 
ies, went through a gruel¬ 
ing rehabilitation program 
and missed only 11 races.Q 


Red Sox promote Ron Roenicke to 
interim manager 



Ron Roenicke, right, speaks as Red Sox Chief Baseball Officer 
Chaim Bloom looks on offer being offer being named inferim 
of fhe Boston Red Sox baseball team Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2020, 
in Fort Myers, Flo. at left. 

Associated Press 


By JIMMY GOLEN 

AP Sports Writer 

FORT MYERS, Fla. (AP) — 

The Boston Red Sox pro¬ 
moted bench coach Ron 
Roenicke to manager 
Tuesday, hiring him to re¬ 
place Alex Cora on the 
day the team's pitchers 
and catchers reported for 
the start of spring training. 
The move is an indication 
that Roenicke — and per¬ 
haps the entire Red Sox or¬ 
ganization — will escape 
punishment in baseball's 
sign-stealing investigation. 
Cora was let go for his 
role in the Houston Astros’ 
cheating, but the team 
has maintained that there 
was no similar scheme in 
Boston when the Red Sox 
won it all in 2018. A deci¬ 
sion from Major League 
Baseball had been ex¬ 
pected before the start of 
spring training, but a per¬ 
son with knowledge of the 
probe said the investiga¬ 
tion would continue into 


next week. The person 
spoke on the condition 
of anonymity because 
there was no formal an¬ 
nouncement. Commis¬ 
sioner Rob Manfred said 
last week that he hoped 
to have the investigation 
wrapped before the start 
of spring training; Red Sox 
pitchers and catchers re¬ 


ported Tuesday and have 
their first workout Wednes- 
day.Roenicke, 63, takes 
over a team that is deal¬ 
ing with the fallout not 
only from the cheating 
investigation but also the 
salary dump of onetime 
AL MVP Mookie Betts and 
Cy Young winner David 
Price.Q 
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Joyful Heart 


By: Carlos M Viana, OMD, CCN 
While interning in Shanghai as a Traditional Chi¬ 
nese Medicine (TCM) physician, I learned that 
an energetic heart allows the expression of 
joy. The literary word for lightening the mood 
of something is “leaven”; as in “readers tell me 
that these weekly articles leaven or enliven 
their mood”. The Modern Greek word "ieaven” 
is “enzumos” that yieids the word enzyme. En¬ 
zymes are proteins produced by the ceiis that 
control or “turn on” thousands of body reac¬ 
tions. 

One enzyme family is digestive enzymes, which 
help the body naturally, digest food, o good 
thing. Plant digestives, like Bromelain from pine¬ 
apple AND Beta Pepsin or Hydrochloric Acid 
(HCL) ore good supplement choices for over¬ 
eating or eating the wrong foods. But even 
good things need help, like Phyllis, without 
whose organization skills, I would accomplish 
very little. Similarly, an important partner that 
helps enzymes work ore coenzymes. The prefix 
“co” means together or jointly, like co- worker. 
One coenzyme that is getting a lot of atten¬ 
tion is Coenzyme 10 or CoQ 10. This supplement 
is widely used in Japan to treat angina, severe 
chest pains because of a lack of blood to the 
heart. Pain, shortness of breath, fatigue, swelling 
of the ankles, legs or abdomen, and increased 
urination, are all symptoms that may signal that 
the heart cannot pump sufficient blood to keep 
pace with the energy demands of the body, 
congestive heart failure. If you suspect any of 
the above, it may be a good idea to have a 
check-up. 

CcQlOisfcund in every cell in the body. CoQlO 
assists enzymes in bringing oxygen into the cells 
and producing energy needed for cell growth 
and maintenance. It is also used by the body 
as an antioxidant. An antioxidant is a substance 
that protects cells from unhealthy chemicals 
called free radicals. Free radicals are highly 
reactive chemicals that can damage parts 
of cells, including DNA. DNA is a molecule in¬ 
side cells that carries genetic information and 
passes it tram one generation to the next. This 
damage may play a role in the development 
of cancer. Lew bload levels of CoQ 10 have 
been faund in patients with bone, lymph gland, 
breast, lung, prastate, pancreas, colan, kidney, 
and ether cancers. 

Think of CoQlO as an accelerator pedal in your 


car that sends more fuel to your heart. If the fuel 
is not available, symptoms of congestive heart 
failure develap. The fuel for your body is ATP 
whose structure includes a sugar called ribose. 
Combining the dietary supplement D-ribose to¬ 
gether with CoQlO is an energizing combina¬ 
tion. 

As a Clinical Nutritionist I always recommend 
CoQlO be taken together with complementary 
or “co-worker” supplements; because absorp¬ 
tion of CoQlO into your body is poor. In fact, 
prcbably over 60 percent of most oral doses of 
CoQlO are excreted by the body without be¬ 
ing used. Absorption of CoQl 0 is greater when 
taken together with food that has a good qual¬ 
ity fat content, like olive oil, wild caught salman 
and butter (notice I did not say margarine). 
Because of this, I always recommend taking 
CoQlO together with a fat or oil, like Omega 
3 or Alpha-lipoic acid. Quality dietary supple¬ 
ment manufactures are now producing CoQl 0 
with enhanced absorption or bioavailability by 
surrounding each CoQ 10 molecule with tiny fat 
cells of good fats like alpha-lipoic acid 
Most modern diets are deficient in Omega 3's 
and adding Flax seed oil or Fish oils, to a daily 
supplement program, which includes vitamin C, 
Magnesium, Zinc and Lecithin is what I feel is a 
great basic dietary plan. Of course, not every¬ 
body utilizes or absorbs the same. If you have 
any health concerns, visit a clinical nutritionist to 
be sure you are getting the right combination 
of co-workers for your needs 
Another super oil or fat is alpha lipoic acid 
which is known as the "universal antioxidant". It 
has the ability to conserve and prolang the life 
of vitamins C & E in the bady, increasing their 
effectiveness. Alpha lipoic acid is aisc an excel¬ 
lent metal detaxifier, particularly for mercury 
and cadmium. 

In Germany, alpha-lipoic acid is an approved 
medical treatment for nerve damage and pain, 
a common complication of diabetes. It speeds 
the removal of glucose from the bloodstream, 
at least partly by enhancing insulin function, 
and it reduces insulin resistance, the foundation 
of many cases of coronary heart disease and 
obesity. The richest food source of alpha-lipoic 
acid is red meat. 

Alpha lipoic acid binds easily with CoQlO mak¬ 
ing it better absorbed by your body. Because 
of insufficient dietary intake of healthy oils, tak¬ 
ing alpha-lipoic acid together with CoQlO is a 




good way to increase absorption of both These 
two supplements in combination are extreme¬ 
ly effective for prolonging cellular vitality and 
reducing the body’s production of unhealthy 
free radicals. ALA and CoQlO also enhance 
production of ATP which is the body’s form of 
energy. 

D-Ribose alone can help your body refuel and 
stay energized a must far athletes, older indi¬ 
viduals, exhausted parents or anyone with busy 
lives. Together, ALA with CoQlO and D- ribase 
help produce much more energy for all body 
functions, including exercise and relaxing and 
recovery of the body’s muscles. This is a joyous 
thing, especially for the heart. 

Get The Point! Dietary supplements are impor¬ 
tant tools that can be used to maintain or return 
health; but, like carpentry tools, knowledge on 
how to use them is instrumental. An appoint¬ 
ment with a clinical nutritionist can identify your 
personal needs and introduce the correct co¬ 
workers to do the best job. My biocompatible 
protocol also includes heavy metal and other 
detoxification and acupuncture, a treatment 
that rebalances the body’s energy, relaxes 
tight muscles and increases the effectiveness 
of dietary supplements. Want to allow more joy 
into your heart? Check out this and more in my 
book or call to make an appointment. □ 
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Under Armour puts NYC flagship store on ice, restructures 


By MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AND ANNE D'INNOCENZIO 
NEW YORK (AP) — U nder 
Armour's shares plummet¬ 
ed Tuesday with the com¬ 
pany anticipating a big 
financial hit from the viral 
outbreak in China, and it 
said separately that it may 
need to restructure this 
year at a cost of hundreds 
of millions of dollars. 

The athletic gear maker 
expects the outbreak in 
China to drag first-quarter 
sales down by $50 million 
to $60 million. It's also look¬ 
ing at pre-tax charges this 
year of between $325 mil¬ 
lion to $425 million related 
to restructuring. Included 
in those charges would 
be $225 million to $250 mil¬ 
lion related to the flagship 
store, which was slated to 
open in the famed former 
location of FAO Schwarz, 
another retailer that fell on 
hard times. 

Shares tumbled 16%. 

T he Baltimore company, 
after years of unbridled 
success, is now facing sig¬ 
nificant headwinds. It must 
contend with intensifying 
competition from Nike and 
Lululemon, both of which 
have created trendier 
athletic clothes that ca¬ 
ter to younger shoppers. 
Under Armour executives 
also acknowledged on a 
conference Tuesday call 
that the heavy discount¬ 
ing it has used to generate 
sales may have eroded the 
willingness of customers to 
pay full price for its brand. 
CEO Patrik Frisk said the 
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This March 5, 2017, file photo shows o closeup of Under Armour 
cleats ore seen before a drill at the 2017 NFL football scouting 
combine in Indianapolis. 

Associated Press 


company is facing weak 
demand in North America 
for goods that are not be¬ 
ing put on sale at the same 
time that its substantial cost 
structure has prevented 
the company from spend¬ 
ing aggressively to market 
its brand. 

The company swung to a 
loss of $15.3 million in the 
final quarter of 2019, or 3 
cents per share. Its adjust¬ 
ed profit was 10 cents per 
share, meeting the expec¬ 


tations of analysts polled 
by lacks Investment Re¬ 
search. But its revenue of 
$1.44 billion was just short of 
Wall Street projections. 

The company said Tues¬ 
day that as important as 
a New York flagship store 
might be, its focus must 
remain with smaller, more 
profitable stores and online 
sales. 

"The Fifth Avenue location 
is a premier retail loca¬ 
tion, but we're considering 
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whether it may be better 
suited for someone else 
at this time," Chief Finan¬ 
cial Officer Dave Bergman 
said. 

Numerous global compa¬ 
nies have reported supply 
line and staffing problems 
because of the outbreak 
of the coronavirus in Chi¬ 
na, and Under Armour was 
no exception. The com¬ 
pany anticipates shipping 
delays and challenges in 
getting fabric, packaging 
and other raw materials. 
"We think it's reasonable 
to expect industry-wide 
delays in terms of deliv- 
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ery around the world in¬ 
cluding potentially missed 
shipment and service win¬ 
dows and the need for in¬ 
creased air freight and ad¬ 
ditional measures at ports 
that could create unfore¬ 
seen congestion/' Frisk told 
industry analysts Tuesday. 
Under Armour Inc. expects 
fiscal full-year revenue to 
be down at a low single¬ 
digit percent compared to 
a year ago. Earnings are 
forecast between 10 cents 
and 13 cents per shore.Q 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


IT REALLY TAKES THE CHALLENGE; 
'■( OUT OP A 


SEE? ! KNEW 

3U'P say that 
SW sETHEARTyl 


> 

(0 

■S 

0) 

w 


7 

6 

8 

4 

1 

3 

9 

5 

2 

5 

4 

3 

7 

2 

9 

1 

6 

8 

1 

2 

9 

5 

8 

6 

4 

3 

7 

3 

5 

4 

8 

9 

'7 

2 

1 

'6 

8 

7 

2 

6 

3 

1 

5 

9 

4 

6 

9 

1 

2 

5 

4 

7 

8 

3 

4 

1 

5 

3 

7 

8 

6 

2 

9 

2 

8 

6 

9 

'4 

'5 

3 

7 

1 

9 

3 

7 

1 

6 

2 

8 

4 

5 


ACH0S& 

I SEndapar:El 
S\Viidh::g 
Al . Ii5:enric 
1 l_?Jy 

1 & I“0 (j 
UiPad Tiake' 

Ifl ^^:osianK>j5 
s^Lden! 

^^CdLL^lvir 
21 eve- 
o^rt.-netd 
J^Sei-coniKie'': 

Te:ri::& iss- 
2o0^e.lfl Beglty 
2^ Vosl Dnd 
2?^Ka'5 
32 Tf-pesk^s 

i- 

3^GE ai:p'a'ce 
3S cnes lime 

3?C0Ldi 
O Ma:-: 

i^Thneoi+fit 
42LC-JVI? nigh and 
dry 

cu:: Lse Isgc 
iiijn 

Olren 
^Fptx^ird 
nilfjnenl 
4fiOgfB6i:e 
n Or, ' 

□1 Do a 2 h \-" ctKxe 
0? ASft'5r. Of 
il^ToOnuHIOd :;e 
jnde'5^ 
3crrtona axxfy 
^ ^edoTTi: 0" 

ei OjJiror 3f ncke' 
fi23fyK.s^s 

53 rjc&nrii'^liCfi 
W Co:n icxaiiCf^s 

MO 

DOWN 

1 S=ap 

2 -jd’ anc 
Ciaity 



Circled tif JfecqMl nc L Uittmra 

3 Srjmbing i? 0 W 
iprerd 

5M^k onescalte 
6 Feu'seofeard 
sfiYen v&ar^ age 
f^ilhorg ■ 

7Ai:lrGss Ls'Sr 
3 Hods *1 hgh 
ragard 

g Haighiir^ss 

10 Par: BA 

11 ^ravalc 

12 Eaiined a ir^HK 

iKkei 

i^MK^TOden 

igS-1^-20 
22 Qtfeal gran 
2S in. ^ Jic jrxJef 

corjo 

27 Rgs urch 
23^'fiiO^ skn 
rt?a;::iofi 

29 W^bsspad 
20 Inrc-lertja (kpti 
3l Mjfl^y ol 
'CO Mrit.-^' 

33 C:frpa^sicfia:a 
2r: VhVifos^'ia’ end 
ihtsng't ilg 


Ptjsl? 


SCAM 

cVl^e 



-}c,’g 


36Arress 

Viln-iiiglvirn 

OfiTraiKr ^ne'e 
3^ I oae g:ofy 
ii Legi:n-a:e 
■:2 Salk-eM-encai 
^^^e iTg 
i4 heatiy 
-3Toa-xi 


47 FffKXKirg signs 
43 i^a'-a- car 
49 in ih? pas^ 
^O'PfKOOy 
KiGfOrt-solc 
Ma,wiy 

53 S'-ad'ng'Aiard 
S? 'H\toppcf 
59 PCai:enyiiv& 



























































































































































































































































































WDAi: 


CLASSIFIEDl^o?, 


WEDNESDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2020 


ifiods 


Aruba Beach Resort wk 5+6 

3 Br sleeps 8 1st floor south 
tower deeded full amenities + 
washer,dryer 2 full bath 35k 
commodoremtrs@icloud.com 

_212427 

EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

1 bedroom wk 3 
$6000 

Phone USA (+1) 978-256-5580 

_212443 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale / Investment 

Two large 2 bedrooms/1 
bathroom apartments at Bubali/ 
Noord, one fully furnished, ideal 
for short term rentals and for 
$298,000.00 

Contact Mito at 593 6318 

_212449 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale / Investment 

House at Pos Abao/ Noord with 

4 apartments, being used now 
for short term rentals and for 
$475,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 

_^212449 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Spacious House in Ruby/Noord 
3 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 
pool, build-up 320 m2 and for 
$421,000 including furnitures 
and appliances 
Contact Mito at 593 6318 

_212449 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

3 BR Penhouse 671 

2 story 2 balcony 
Weeks 3 and 4 

34 Weeks remaining 
starting 2021 
$55k each week 
Claudio 561-247-6896 

_^212405 


ARUBA 



PARADISE BEACH VILLA 
2BRWeek5RM102 

garden view contact RM 102 
wk 2thru5$12.5k 
Phone USA 1-508 883 9170 
E-mail: linrog75@verizon.net 

_212297 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 1/Unit 1408 (15k); 

Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Weeks 5&6/1315 (18k/Wk.); 
5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 

Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/Wk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Weeks 10-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 

_212287 


Sister Linda 

helps in all walks of life, 
specializing in love & life. 
Removes badluck and evil eye, 
reunite love & stop third party 
interference. 

Call today. 001-713-349-9117 
Call for Free Questions!! 

_212410 




Lite 

Uj L)JJ| 

faceboQk.com/arubatoday/ 


EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

week 1,2,3,4+5,6 

1 BR 1st floor $6500 
Paradise Beach 

week 50 Studio $4000 each 

2 BRwk 51-52 $15000 each 
Home 1518 537 6406 

Cel. 1518 965 7878 

After February 15, 2020 

desankabubnjevic3@gmail.com 

_212406 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Divi Village Golf 

Bldg. E 1 BR 2 Bath, 2 patios 
deck, hot tab. grill. Floating 
week (wk 51-wk15) 19 weeks 
remaining $9000 
janellemickelson@gmail.com 

_212439 


DIVI GOLF RESORT 

weeks 11&12 new appliances 
totally renovated ground floor 
Eagle, 

parking, view golf course, river, 
2 terraces, $39,500 US. 

Please contact (Canada) +514- 
737-2428/514-781-3011 
or e-mail: 

wapoos-bigfish@sympatico.ca 

_212447 


Halley Time Travel 

For Rent 

Divi Links Golf 

Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BR Wk 6 $8K Birdie 1 

Price : $2800 each 

19 weeks remain 

1 BR Ocean View Platinum 

Studio wk 7/8 

Date : 03/22 to 03/29/2020 

Birdie 5 $7,5 K each 

Date : 03/20 to 03/27/2020 

Date : 02/21 to 02/27/2020 

27/29 weeks remain 

Date : 01/17 to 02/22/2021 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK 8/9 

Marriott Surf Club 

Eagle 9 $9,5K each 

2 BR Ocean Side Platinum 

Date : 03/6 to 03/13/2020 

with 27/19 weeks remain 

$4 K 

Divi Links Golf 

Divi Links Golf $1,5 K 

1 BRWK #11 

Carnival week sleep 4 

Birdie 3 $9 K 

Date :02/15to 02/22/ 2020 

26 weeks remain 

1 BRwk 12/13 

Marriott Ocean Club 

ground Floor 

Platinum 

With 33/34 weeks remain 

1 BR Ocean View $10 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $20 K 

Birdie 10 $9,5 K each 

2 BR Ocean View $17 K 

Divi Village 

2 BR Ocean View $26 K 

Studio wk 6 $ 7,5 K 

Building F 

Marriott Surf Club 

21 weeks remain 

Platinum 

2 sd Floor 18 weeks remain 

2 BR Ocean View $ 17 K 

Dutch Village 

2 BR Ocean Side $ 18 K 

1 BR WK 7/8 $9 K each 

2 BR Ocean Front $26 K 

15 weeks remain each 

3 BR Ocean View $26 K 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

2BRWK7$18K 

25 weeks remain 

1 BR WK 8 

Dutch Village 

Building 6 on the 4th floor 

1 BRWK 9 

27 weeks remain $15 K 

16 weeks remain 

1 BR WK 11 

1 BR WK 8 $8 K 

building 7 on the 3rd floor 

12 weeks remain 

33 weeks remain $15 K 

1 BR WK 7/8 $7 K 

Divi Phoenix 

2BRPH wkll and 12 

12/24 weeks remain 

building 9 on the 7 th floor 

Eagle Resorts 

30 weeks remain #25 K each 

1 BRWK5,6,7,8 

Ground Floor $6,5 K each 

1 BR wk 7/8/9 $6,5 K each 

Divi Village $ 7 K 

Caribbean Palm Village 

1 BRWK# 14 

1 BR wk 3/4 $6 K 

ground floor building C 

2 BR WK 5/6 $ 7 K each 

16 weeks remain 

Renaissance Suites 

Le Vent Condo 

3 BR , 2 Bath $650 K 

1 BR WK # 9 $ 9 K 

Renaissance Suites 

4th floor harbor view 

1 BRWK# 10/11 

Divi Village 

Garden View 5 th floor 

2BRWk13$13K 

3 rd floor building 

27 weeks remain 

$6,5 K each 

Call: 630 1307 

Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

www.buyarubatimeshares.com 

www.bestbuyrealtyaruba.com 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Biood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Waik-ln Doctor’s Ciinic 
+297 588 0539 


Poiice 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicoias 
Poiice Tipiine 
Ambuiancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 







HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTYl 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airiines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Biue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



February 12 

Monarch /Explorer of the Seas 
February 13 
Carnival Horizon 
Caribbean Princess 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI-Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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High water wreaks havoc on Great Lakes, swamping communities 



In this Jan. 14, 2020, photo, Rita Alton stands next to her house on the edge of a cliff overlooking 
Lake Michigan near Manistee, Mich. 

Associated Press 


By JOHN FLESHER 
AP Environmental Writer 
MANISTEE, Mich. (AP) — 

Rita Alton has an unusual 
morning routine these days: 
Wake up. Get dressed. Go 
outside to see if her house 
is closer to tumbling down 
an 80-foot (24.4-meter) cliff 
into Lake Michigan. 

When her father built 
the 1,000-square-foot 
(93-square-meter), brick 
bungalow in the early 
1950s near Manistee, Mich¬ 
igan, more than an acre 
of land lay between it and 
the drop-off overlooking 
the giant freshwater sea. 
But erosion has acceler¬ 
ated dramatically as the 
lake approaches its highest 
levels in recorded history, 
hurling powerful waves into 
the mostly clay bluff. 

Now, the jagged clifftop is 
about eight feet from Al¬ 
ton’s back deck. 

"It's never been like this, 
never," she said on a re¬ 
cent morning, peering 
down the snow-dusted hill¬ 
side as bitter gusts churned 
surf along the shoreline be¬ 
low. "The destruction is just 
incredible." 

On New Year’s Eve, an un¬ 
occupied cottage near 
Muskegon, Michigan, 
plunged from on embank¬ 
ment to the water’s edge. 
Another down the coast 
was dismantled a month 
earlier to prevent the same 
fate. 

High water is wreaking hav¬ 
oc across the Great Lakes, 
which are bursting at the 
seams less than a decade 
after bottoming out. The 
sharp turnabout is fueled 
by the region’s wettest pe¬ 
riod in more than a century 
that scientists say is likely 
connected to the warming 
climate. No relief is in sighf, 
as forecasfers expecf fhe 
lakes fo remain high well 
info 2020 and perhaps lon¬ 
ger. 


The foil is exfensive: homes 
and businesses flooded; 
roads and sidewalks crum¬ 
bled; beaches washed 
away; parks were rendered 
unusable. Docks that boots 
previously couldn’t reach 
because the water was 
too shallow are now sub¬ 
merged. 

At one point last year, 
ferry service was halfed in 
fhe Lake Erie island com- 
munify of Puf-ln-Bay offer 
fhe vessels’ landing spof 
disappeared beneafh fhe 
waves. On Mackinac Is¬ 
land in Lake Huron, por- 
fions of the only paved 
road washed away. 
Homeowners and agen¬ 
cies are extending bat¬ 
tered seawalls, construct¬ 
ing berms and piling stones 
and sandbags. Some are 
elevating houses or moving 
them farther inland. Even 
shanties in a historic Michi¬ 
gan fishing village dafing 
fo 1903 ore being raised. 
The stale’s environmenf de- 
porfmenf has issued more 
fhan 400 permits for such 
projects. 


The situation is inspiring 
soul-searching over how 
to cope with a long-term 
challenge unique to this 
region. While communities 
along ocean coasts brace 
for rising seas, experts soy 
the Great Lakes con now 
expect repeated, abrupt 
swings between extreme 
highs and lows. 

"It wasn’t long ago they 
were worried about Lake 
Michigan drying up. Now 
it’s full," said Rich Warner, 
emergency services direc¬ 
tor for Muskegon Counfy. 
"All these ups and downs — 
I don’t know if that’s some¬ 
thing you can truly plan 
for." 

Levels are always chang¬ 
ing in the Great Lakes, 
which together hold about 
90% of fhe surface fresh 
wafer in fhe U.S. They fypi- 
cally decline in fall and win- 
fer, fhen rise in spring and 
summer as melfing snow 
and rainfall replenish fhem. 
Broader fluctuations take 
place over longer periods. 
Levels surged in the 1980s 
before dropping sharply in 
the 2000s. 

But increasingly, the highs 
are higher and the lows 
lower — and the variations 
happen faster. Lakes Supe¬ 
rior, Huron and Michigan 
had bigger jumps between 
2013-14 than during any 
comparable period. It took 
just seven years to go from 
record slumps to all-time 
peaks. 


Lakes Ontario and Erie last 
year reached their highest 
points since record keep¬ 
ing began in 1918. 

Superior surpassed several 
all-time manthly averages 
and did so again in Janu¬ 
ary. Lakes Huron and Michi¬ 
gan did likewise last month, 
according to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers in De- 
froif. 

Even Onfario, where a hy¬ 
dropower dam provides 
more sfabilify, has experi¬ 
enced record highs fwice 
in fhe pasf fhree years. 
"That’s not supposed to 
happen," said Drew Grone- 
wold, a University af Michi¬ 
gan hydrologist. "That lake 
is carefully regulafed." 
Climafe change is believed 
fo influence wafer femper- 
afures and precipifafion, 
which wage a consfanf 
fug-of-war wifh lake levels. 
Warmer wafer boosfs evap- 
orafion, which pushed lev¬ 
els dcwnward abouf 20 
years ago. Buf as fhe afma- 
sphere warms, it sucks up 
mare mcisture from other 
regions and dumps it into 
the lakes, filling fhem back 
up. 

"Those fwo forces are in¬ 
creasing in intensify af fhe 
same fime," suggesfing fhe 
up-and-down shiffs may 
become more exfreme, 
Gronewold said. 

How long before fhe wa¬ 
fers recede is anyone’s 
guess. The Army Corps pre- 
dicfs fhe lakes will exceed 


their Icng-term averages 
through June. Michigan 
and Huron already are 17 
inches (43 centimeters) 
higher than a year ago. 
Another ominous sign: Ice 
cover is light this winter. 
Shoreline ice provides a 
buffer againsf pounding 
wafers. In ifs absence, Chi- 
cagc’s Lake Michigan wa¬ 
terfront was battered by 
waves reaching 23 feet (7 
meters) high during a mid- 
January storm. 

That means the potential 
for furfher damage will in¬ 
crease as spring snowmelf 
and rains arrive, said Efhan 
Theuerkauf, a Michigan 
Stole Universify geologisf. 
’This would include exfen¬ 
sive beach, dune and bluff 
erosion, but also damage 
to coastal intrastructure 
and more lakefront homes 
tailing in," he said. 

Members of Congress from 
fhe region are seeking fed¬ 
eral funds for barrier con- 
sfrucfion, dredging and 
resforing shorelines. Sfafe 
lawmakers in Michigan are 
pushing fo expand fhe cri¬ 
teria far declaring emer¬ 
gencies fhaf cculd frigger 
government assistance tor 
pecpie struggling to pro¬ 
tect their homes. 

But local afticials acknowl¬ 
edge a need for innovafive 
approaches fo fhe lakes’ 
increasing fickleness. 

In Soufh Haven, Michigan, 
consulfanfs have devel¬ 
oped a $16.3 million lisf of 
infrastructure projects, in¬ 
cluding installing structures 
to absorb and dispel en¬ 
ergy from Lake Michigan 
waves. 

The Lake Erie town ot Luna 
Pier, Michigan, is consid¬ 
ering spending millions to 
replace dikes built nearly 
a half-century ago — a 
steep price for a village of 
only 1,500 residenfs. A wa¬ 
terfront hotel on Mackinac 
Island has hired specialists 
tram Finland to revise its 
drainage. 

’The climate is doing some 
weird and crazy things 
and we need to be pre¬ 
pared with stronger and 
more flexible infrasfrucfure 
instead of jusf covering 
cracks," said Herasanna 
Richards, legislafive associ¬ 
ate wifh the Michigan Mu¬ 
nicipal League.Q 
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Winfrey says King not doing weii after sociai media backiash 



In this Nov. 21, 2019 file photo, Oprah Winfrey speaks during the 
Celebration of the Life of Toni Morrison at the Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine in New York. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (Associated 
Press) — Oprah Winfrey says 
her friend Gayle King is fac¬ 
ing death threats following 
a social media backlash 
caused by an interview 
with retired WNBA star Lisa 
Leslie that concerned the 
late Kobe Bryant. 

On an appearance on 
"Hoda & Jenna & Friends" 
on Friday, Winfrey said King 
"is not doing well" and has 
to travel with security be¬ 
cause of threats. "She feels 
very much attacked." 

CBS released an excerpt 
to promote King's interview 
with Leslie. The clip, distrib¬ 
uted online and on CBS 
News' social media ac¬ 
counts, focused on a por¬ 
tion of the interview where 
Leslie addressed a Colora¬ 
do sexual assault case that 
hod been brought against 


Bryant and dismissed. In the 
clip. King asks Leslie wheth¬ 
er the 2003 case made Bry¬ 
ant's legacy complicated 
for her. Leslie said that it did 
not. 

Critics lashed out at King 
on social media for bring¬ 
ing up the old allegations. 
Actor, rap artist and televi¬ 
sion executive 50 Cent told 
The Associated Press he 
thought it was unfair be¬ 
cause Bryant wasn't around 
to defend himself. 

Snoop Dogg posted a 
profane Twitter video that 
concluded with him urging 
King to back off "before we 
come get you." The Twit¬ 
ter account belonging to 
imprisoned comedian Bill 
Cosby also was critical. 

King said in a video re¬ 
sponse via Twitter on 
Thursday that the clip was 


shared out of context and 
expressed anger at her net¬ 
work. "I am mortified, I am 
embarrassed and I'm very 
angry," King said. CBS later 
released a statement say¬ 


ing the clip "did not reflect 
the nature and tone" of the 
complete interview. 

Winfrey criticized what she 
called "misogynist vitriol" 
against King. 


"I can see how people 
would obviously be very 
upset if you thought that 
Gayle was just trying to 
press to get an answer from 
Lisa Leslie," Winfrey contin¬ 
ued. 

"Obviously all things pass, 
she will be OK, but she 
hasn't slept in two days." 
After the alleged victim 
decided not to pursue 
the case, she and Bryant 
reached a settlement in 
2005. Bryant, who was 24 
at the time of the Colorado 
incident, said he had not 
committed sexual assault. 
Bryant, his 13-year-old 
daughter Gianna, and sev¬ 
en other people were killed 
in a January helicopter 
crash in Southern Califor¬ 
nia. A memorial will be held 
at the Staples Center in Los 
Angeles later this month. □ 


Closings next as Weinstein declines to testify at rape trial 



Harvey Weinstein arrives for his rape triai, Tuesday, Feb. 11, 
2020 in New York. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK and 
TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — The de¬ 
fense rested its case Tues¬ 
day in Harvey Weinstein's 
rape trial without the dis¬ 
graced Hollywood mogul 
taking the witness stand, 
setting the stage for clos¬ 
ing arguments in a land¬ 
mark #MeToo trial punctu¬ 
ated by graphic testimony 
from six accusers. 

As expected, Weinstein 
chose not to testify, avoid¬ 
ing the risk of having pros¬ 
ecutors grill him on cross- 
examination about the 
vile allegations. He con¬ 
firmed the decision after 
returning to the courtroom 
from meeting with his law¬ 
yers behind closed doors 
for about a half-hour as 
speculation swirled that he 
was pushing to testify. 
Asked as he left court if he 
was thinking of testifying, 
Weinstein said: “I wanted 
to." 

Defense lawyer Arthur 
Aidala added that Wein¬ 
stein “was ready, willing, 
able and actually quite 
anxious to testify and clear 
his name” but didn't do so 
because his lawyers felt 
prosecutors “failed miser¬ 
ably” to prove their case 
beyond a reasonable 


doubt. Jurors are expect¬ 
ed to hear the defense's 
closing argument Thurs¬ 
day, followed by the pros¬ 
ecution's closing Friday. 
Jury deliberations are slat¬ 
ed to start Tuesday. Court 
is closed Wednesday and 
again on Monday for holi¬ 
days. 

By not testifying, Weinstein 
followed the example of 
defendants in other high- 
profile sex crimes cases. 
They include Bill Cosby, 
who didn't take the wit¬ 
ness stand either time he 
was tried for drugging 
and molesting a woman 
at his suburban Philadel¬ 
phia home. After a mistrial 
in 2017, a second trial re¬ 
sulted in the comedian's 
conviction. 

Weinstein, 67, is charged 
with forcibly performing 
oral sex on Mimi Haleyi in 
2006 and raping a different 
woman in a Manhattan 
hotel room in 2013. Other 
accusers were called as 
witnesses as part of a pros¬ 
ecution effort to show he 
has used the same tactics 
to victimize many women 
over the years. 

Weinstein has maintained 
any sexual encounters 
were consensual. 

The Associated Press has 
a policy of not publish¬ 


ing the names of people 
who allege sexual assault 
without their consent. It 
is withholding the name 
of the woman accusing 
Weinstein of raping her in 
2013 because it isn't clear 
if she wishes to be identi¬ 
fied publicly. 

After the jury left for the 
day, Weinstein's lawyers 
sparred with prosecutor 
Joan Illuzzi-Orbon over 
her plan to mention in 
her closing argument that 
his physical appearance 
has changed significantly 
since the time of the al¬ 
leged assaults. 

Weinstein has hobbled 
into court each day with a 
walker, parking the device 
behind the defense table. 
His lawyers say it's needed 
because of recent back 
surgery, but llluzzi said it 
seemed more like a prop 
put there to sway jurors' 
sympathies. “You can 
scream all you like,” llluzzi 
said. “They did not have 
to have the walker back 
there." 

After more bickering. 
Judge James Burke said it 
was fine for llluzzi to men¬ 
tion Weinstein's physical 
changes, but warned: 
“Leave the walker out 
of it.” The defense case 
mainly relied on the tes¬ 


timony of three witnesses 
that Weinstein's lawyers 
used to try to cast doubt 
on the accounts on two of 
the accusers. 

Talita Maia, a former 
roommate of the woman 
Weinstein is charged with 
raping, told the jury the 
woman never gave any 
indication that he victim¬ 
ized her — in fact, she said, 
the woman spoke highly of 
him and once called him 
her “spiritual soulmate.” 
“She seemed to really like 
him as a person,” Maia 
said. “She would only 
compliment him.” 

Maia also gave a breezy 
description of how the 
then-aspiring actress and 
Weinstein first met at a 


Hollywood party a few 
months before the alleged 
rape. She said when the 
women figured out he was 
an industry big shot, she 
jokingly told him “that's 
why everyone is being so 
nice to you.” 

Her roommate, she add¬ 
ed, went even further. She 
testified that the woman 
put her arm around Wein¬ 
stein, pinched his cheeks 
and said: “No, it's because 
he is so cute.” 

Another friend of the 
woman testified Tuesday 
that she seemed like “her 
everyday self” when they 
met up for breakfast with 
Weinstein just a short time 
after she alleges he as¬ 
saulted her. □ 
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Bong's 'Parasite' focuses on plight of South Korea's poor 



People watch a TV screen showing images of South Korean di¬ 
rector Bong Joon Ho during a news program at the Seoul Rail¬ 
way Station in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, Feb. 10, 2020. 

Associated Press 
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LA MAGIA DEI CINE AHORA ^ ^ 

EN TU OISPOSFTIVO MbVIL Goo g U^Play 


By KIM TONG-HYUNG Asso¬ 
ciated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

South Koreans ore reveling 
in writer-director Bong Joon 
Ho's dork comic thriller, 
"Parasite," which wan this 
year’s Academy Awards 
far best film and best inter- 
natianal feature. The mavie 
itself, however, doesn’t put 
the country in a particularly 
positive light. 

No doubt, the internation¬ 
al acclaim for "Parasite," 
which also won the pres¬ 
tigious Palme d’Or at the 
Cannes Film Festival last 
May, highlights Sauth Ka- 
rea’s emergence as a glab- 
al cultural pawer, a reflec- 
tian of decades at focus on 
building world-class indus¬ 
tries in one of the most vi¬ 
brant democracies in Asia. 
But it also hints at an un¬ 
comfortable truth: While 
the national successes 
have been spectacular — 
tram Samsung’s rise as a 
glabal ecanamic pawer- 
hause ta the explasian of 
K-pop in Asia and beyand 
— many Sauth Kareans rec¬ 
ognize that there’s been a 
dark side to that rise. Only 
a few years ago. Bong 
himself was blacklisted by 
the government, and the 
characters in his film reflect 
a scciety where many feel 
intense hopelessness. 

South Korea’s rapid emer¬ 
gence from the devasta¬ 
tion of the 1950-53 Korean 
War alsa saw a blaady 
transition from dictatorship 
to democracy. Its associa¬ 
tion with neat smartphones 
and cars came amid a 
constant threat from nucle¬ 
ar North Korea. For every in¬ 
ternational success, there’s 
also widespread warn/ that 
South Korea will farever be 
avershadowed by regianal 
giants Russia, China and 
Japan. 

South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in, who fre¬ 
quently praises mega-pop- 
ular K-pop boy band BTS, 
tweeted that he’s grateful 
to Bong for "giving courage 
and pride ta aur peaple 
avercoming difficulties." 

But ’’Parasite’’’s main char¬ 
acters pcrtray Sauth Kare¬ 
ans wha have been left be¬ 
hind by the cauntry’s dra¬ 
matic changes. It’s a biting 
commentary on deepen¬ 


ing inequality and other 
problems that have many 
young and poor people 
describing their lives as a 
hellish nightmare. 

Sauth Karea has ane at the 
largest gaps between rich 
and paar amang devel- 
aped natians and is strug¬ 
gling mightily ta deal with 
decaying job markets, 
rocketing house prices and 
a record-low birth rate as 
couples put off having ba¬ 
bies while struggling with 
low pay and harsh work 
conditions. 

Although fully Korean in 
language, humar and 
fane. Bang’s dark tale at 
paverty and class struggle 
resanates across borders 
because Western democ¬ 
racies are also experienc¬ 
ing similar social and eco¬ 
nomic problems, albeit not 
as "extreme" as in South 
Korea, according to Chin 
Jung-kwon, a prominent 
cultural critic. 

"The film shews that Sauth 
Karea still has a strang mes¬ 
sage ta Shaw the world," 
Chin said. 

While Bong is uniquely tal¬ 
ented as a director, it was 
only a matter of time be¬ 
fore South Korean mov¬ 
ies and other pop cultural 
products gained increas¬ 
ing acceptance in the 
West, censidering Sauth 
Karea’s dynamic cultural 
scene, which has matured 
alang with its democracy. 
Chin says. 

K-pop has garnered a 
huge international follow¬ 
ing with an increasing num¬ 
ber of fans coming from 
the United States. 

With "Map of the Soul: 
Persona," BTS last year be¬ 
came the first musicians 
since the Beatles ta debut 
three cansecutive albums 
atap the Billbaard Album 
chart in a span at less than 
a year. South Korean TV 
dramas, which triggered 
the original "Korean Wave" 
in the early 2000s, continue 
to be big in Asia and other 
regions like the Middle East. 
Perhaps mare than any 
ather genre, Sauth Karean 
films have aggressively 
tested artistic bcundaries, 
eften with stunning visuals 
and vialence meant ta ex¬ 
pose the underside of the 
country’s economic suc¬ 


cess story. 

This sometimes creates po¬ 
litical consequences for 
the artists. 

Bong was ane at thausands 
at artists wha were black¬ 
listed and denied gavern- 
ment funds under the rule 
of conservative farmer 
President Park Geun-hye 
for their allegedly critical 
views of her administration. 
Following protests by mil¬ 
lions, Park was ousted from 
office in March 2017 and 
is now serving a decades- 
long prison term for corrup¬ 
tion. Critic Kim Gyu-hang 
accused Bang at cbjectify- 
ing pear peaple and treat¬ 
ing their lives like a "sight¬ 
seeing attractian," saying 
that the film makes no 
real attempt at explaining 
how the system locked the 
characters in a desperately 
hopeless situation. 
"("Parasite") provides no 
deep insight into humans, 
their anger and haw they 
are a bypraduct at the sa- 
cial system that surraunds 
them," Kim said. 

’’Parasite’’’s Oscars success 
follows years of struggles 
by South Korean directors 
to break through in Flol- 
lywood. Park Chan-wook, 
who won the Grand Prix at 
the 2004 Cannes Film Festi¬ 
val with his thriller "Oldbay," 
received mixed reviews 
far his 2013 werk "Stek- 
er," an English-language 
thriller starring Nicale Kid¬ 
man. Bang enjayed bath 
commercial and critical 
success with his 2013 sci-fi 
film "Snowpiercer," which 
starred Chris Evans and Til¬ 
da Swinton along with "Par¬ 
asite" actor Song Kang-ho. 
But nothing that’s came 
befare has been remately 
as successful as this Sauth 
Karean film shat in the Ka¬ 
rean language. 

"Every saciety in the warld 
experiences conflicts cre¬ 
ated by people’s efforts to 
move up the class ladder, 
and South Korean films 
have dealt with this issue 
for a long time," said veter¬ 
an filmmaker Lee Jang-ha. 
"Maybe Bang’s dark humar 
and his vivid descriptian at 
the lives of the South Ko¬ 
rean paar, including their 
’half-basement’ living spac¬ 
es, felt refreshing to Ameri¬ 
can moviegoers.’’Q 



















PEOPLE & ARTSI^i. 


WEDNESDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2020 


'You've Got a Friend in Me' — 'Toy Story 4' wins Oscar 



This image released by Disney shows, foreground from leff. Buzz Lighfyear, voiced by Tim Allen, 
Woody, voiced by Tom Hanks and Bo Peep, voiced by Annie Poffs in a scene from fhe Oscar- 
nominafed animafed film 'Toy Sfory 4." 

(Disney/Pixar via Associafed Press) 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press Entertain¬ 
ment Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Talk 
about having a friend: 'Toy 
Story 4" has become the 
first franchise to earn two 
animated film Oscars. 

The Disney and Pixar col¬ 
laboration won the Acad¬ 
emy Award on Sunday for 
best animated feature. 

The franchise's third install¬ 
ment "Toy Story 3" took 
home the trophy in 2011. 
"Toy Story 4" continued to 
the tell the story of Buzz 
Lighfyear, voiced by Tim Al¬ 
len, and Woody, voiced by 
Tom Hanks, who this time 
unexpectedly reunites with 
his longtime friend Bo Peep. 
Woody is ultimately faced 
with the decision of how he 


wants to live his life as a toy. 
It also introduced the new 
character Forky. 

The film has made more 
than $1 billion worldwide. 
Accepting the award, di¬ 
rector Josh Cooley said "we 
hope your adventures with 
Woody and Buzz made 
growing up a little easier." 
Its signature song "I Can't 
Let You Throw Yourself 
Away" by Randy Newman 
is nominated in the best 
original song category. 

He also wrote the song 
"You've Got a Friend in Me" 
for the first installment and 
"We Belong Together" for 
the third. 

The series — which start¬ 
ed off as the first feature- 
length film to be fully com¬ 
puter-animated — is credit¬ 


ed with changing the ways 
animated films are made, 
spawning other creative 
endeavors at Pixar that 


would later lead to "Mon¬ 
sters Inc.," 'The Incredibles" 
and "Ratatouille." 

"Toy Story 4" beat out "Miss¬ 


ing Link," "I Lost My Body," 
"How to Train Your Dragon: 
The Hidden World" and 
"Klaus." □ 


US songwriter, Russian soprano 
win 2020 Poiar Music Prizes 



Chairman of fhe Polar Music Prize jury, Alfons Karabuda announces fhe 2020 Polar 
Music Prize winners are singer Anna Netrebkoze and song wrifer Dianne Warren, in 
Sfockhoim, Sweden, Tuesday Feb. 11, 2020. 

Associated Press 


COPENHAGEN, Denmark (Associ¬ 
ated Press) — American songwriter 
Diane Warren and Russian soprano 
Anna Netrebko are the winners of 
this year's Polar Music Prizes, the 
Swedish award often described as 
the Nobel Prizes of music. 

The judging panel for the 2020 prizes 
announced Tuesday called Warren 
"a master of writing for the human 
voice" and said her songs "embody 
the rare combination of being 
catchy and yet complex enough 
to be heard hundreds of times" 
"Diane Warren is the reigning Queen 
of the American popular song," it 
added in its citation. Warren who 
has written songs for multiple sing¬ 
ers, as well as for several films has 
"perfected the art of the power 
ballad. "As a singer, to be given a 
Diane Warren song, is a gift." The 
Polar Music Prize panel paid tribute 
to Netrebko as "a larger-than-life 
singer who keeps the classics alive, 
sells out every performance and 


also catches the attention of audi¬ 
ences new to opera." "When Anna 
Netrebko performs, it's impossible 
to look away," they wrote. Previous 
laureates include Sting, Patti Smith, 
Paul McCartney and Joni Mitch¬ 
ell, bands including Pink Floyd, Led 
Zeppelin and Metallica, and con¬ 
ductors Pierre Boulez and Mstislav 
Rostropovich. Receiving the award 
"is a big honor," Netrebko said in 
a statement issued by the panel. 
Warren added that finding herself 
among past recipients and being 
in "that company is mind-blowing." 
The winners will each receive a cash 
prize of 1 million kronor ($103,520). 
The award ceremony is in Stock¬ 
holm on June 9. 

The Polar Music Prizes typically rec¬ 
ognize one classical artist and one 
contemporary musician each year. 
The awards were founded in 1989 
by the late Stig Anderson, manager 
of Swedish pop group ABBA, have 
been handed out since 1992. a 


Anna Sui rolls out B-movie gothic 
glam at NY Fashion Week 


By LEANNE iTALiE 

AP Entertainment Writer 

NEW YORK (Associated Press) — 

Anna Sui doesn’t love scary mov¬ 
ies, but she adores illusion, espe¬ 
cially glamorous illusion. 

That’s one reason she turned 
to 1970s Italian horror, of the B 
movie variety, as inspiration for 
her latest collection, shown Mon¬ 
day at New York Fashion Week. 
Think goth vampires, and also 
the Catherine Deneuve-David 
Bowie cult favorite “The Hunger,” 
another film that moved her. 

It was the cat eye glasses and 
fascinator hats, along with the 
trashy lighting in red and green, 
that helped draw her in and 
punctuated her runway. 

“This last couple of months I’ve 
watched so many of those mov¬ 
ies,” Sui told The Associated Press 
in a backstage interview. “Wom¬ 
en wore negligees and pei¬ 
gnoirs.” And devil horns? Her of¬ 
ten breezy collection, with some 
colorful on-brand puffer coats 
thrown in, included one model 
with a pair of horns in black. Oth¬ 
ers were dressed in black faux 
leather, crinkle and burnt velvets, 
and vampire-esque black Jac¬ 
quard with fluttery feathers. 

It was horror glam, a la Anna Sui. 
“I think that’s what we’re miss¬ 
ing today is glamour,” she said. 
“We’ve gone through that whole, 
like, sports sort of look and now 
we need something more glam¬ 
orous. I think we miss glamour. Ev¬ 
erything’s so real, everything’s so 



The latest fashion creation from 
Anna Sui is modeled during New 
York's Fashion Week, Monday, Feb. 
10 , 2020 . 

(Associated Press Photo/Bebeto 
Matthews) 

in your face, everything’s so digi¬ 
tal. We need a little illusion, we 
need a little fantasy, and that’s 
what I was trying to show here.” 
This fantasy came with lace-up 
boots and shoes with chunky 
high heels, a green print dress 
with cutouts and a pattern of 
black and white leaves, a goth 
cape in fiery red and plentiful 
paisley, a brand mainstay. She 
mixed textures and prints, pairing 
a faux fur leopard coat with a 
loose floral dress and patchwork 
crochet skirts with stretch-sleeve 
flower blouses. □ 
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